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Leading: Margaret Whittaker 
Preaching: Jeff Whittaker 
Theme:  Pentecost

The Mid-week Bible Study 
for Wednesday May 23rd will 

be hosted by Jeff and 
Margaret Whittaker.

Tonight, 7 - 8pm, a new 
monthly prayer 
meeting. Come along 
and pray for the church, 
our community, the 
world, and yourself…



May 2018 Sunday morning rosters…

Flowers: 6 Dawn de Stigter, 13, 20 Louissa Bao, 27 Helen Evans
Morning tea: Hugh and Gwenneth Macky
Communion preparation: Hugh and Gwenneth…
Door and Offering: Helen Evans
Scripture reading & Communion: Mavis Rhind 
Offering counting: Dawn de Stigter and Anne Bartley
Lawns: Ian de Stigter

From Pastor Jeff 
An interesting feature of the Old Testament is the way God uses politics to 
discipline nations. The prophets always made it clear that the people of God - 
Israel - would be judged first and strongest because they knew what God 
expected of them. From Joshua/Judges on, oppression by foreign nations was 
God’s means of discipline, culminating in exile. Some of these nations even 
considered that Israel’s God had given them a mandate to discipline Israel. But 
the nations God used for disciplining God’s own people were themselves held 
to account for the way they treated those they harried or conquered. In turn, 
these nations too experienced discipline at the hands of some other nation. I 
believe God is still working God’s purposes out through the interactions of 
nations today. For example, the refugee crisis can be seen as God moving 
people so that ‘colonising powers’ - whether having exercised classical 
colonialism or contemporary economic working - end up with those from their 
‘colonies’ wanting to live in the mother land. (The cartoon below from Australian 
Christian commentator Leunig captures this poignantly.) Looking at things from 
this perspective enables us to evaluate the tragic happenings in Israel/
Palestine in a new light. What if God is disciplining both these nations? What if 
this whole scenario escalates, 
and pulls the whole world 
into its mire? Well, we are all 
culpable in a way, given that 
it was a United Nations 
mandate that set up Israel in 
the first place. What will 
enable Pentecostal purging 
fire to give way to the love of 
God poured out by the Holy 
Spirit? Will we pray for 
oppressor as well as for the 
oppressed?


