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Leading: Anne Bartley 
Preaching: Jeff Whittaker 
Theme: Prayer and Self-Denial, Week 2: A new perspective…

The Mid-week Bible Study for Wednesday June 
13th will be hosted by Jeff and Margaret Whittaker.



June 2018 Sunday morning rosters…

Flowers: 3 Helen Evans, 10, 17 Ann Guan, 24 Linda McBurney
Morning tea: Ian & Dawn de Stigter
Communion preparation: Ian & Dawn de Stigter
Door and Offering: Olwyn Halder
Scripture reading & Communion: Linda McBurney
Offering counting: Ha Rim Song and Alan Lau
Lawns: Jeff Whittaker

From Pastor Jeff 
Last week I asked the question: Does real freedom of speech still exist in New Zealand? I 
have since come across an article by Professor (of History at AUT) Paul Moon in which he 
critiques moves by the Human Rights Commission to prevent Christians (but no others) from 
expressing views that could be considered ‘dis-harmonious.’ (See The New Zealand Herald, 
June 4th 2018.) Supposedly, this is meant to protect the religious minorities amongst our 
most recent refugee communities. (As such, it ignores the hospitable role of the wider 
Christian community in assisting many refugees to find their way and place in New Zealand 
society.) Moon’s critique is penetrating and fair, and includes recognition that bodies such as 
the Human Rights Commission, along with the media, are engaging in Christian bashing. It 
is somewhat ironic that the Human Rights Commission has itself been under review for 
minimising incidents of (sexual) harassment! It appears that it is unable to see the 
connection between its inner culture and its external intentions. From my perspective, I see 
the intention of the Commission to ban Christians from expressing so-called ‘disharmonious 
speech’ as an erosion of the real freedoms that our Baptist forebears fought for, often with 
their lives. Further, it moves New Zealand towards being the sort of repressive societies that 
many of our refugees have fled. Indeed, such a move lies on the continuum that at the 
extreme end sees Christians in countries such as Pakistan threatened with execution for 
supposedly blaspheming Islam. How then should we respond? Indignation is appropriate. 
Moon’s indignation has led to his contribution; engaging in public debate, something that the 
Human Rights Commission - if it has its way - will ban as ‘disharmonious speech.’ Moon 
does so in a different ‘spirit’ than those he critiques. Our responses, too, must be motivated 
by a different ‘spirit,’ and could include writing to our MPs, writing to and/or praying for 
(acting) Commissioner Paula Tesorierio, blessing the Human Rights Commission to 
undertake their duties properly, etc… May God bless us in this gospel work of maintaining 
important human freedoms.                          Shalom, Jeff


