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Leading: Margaret Whittaker 
Preaching: Jeff Whittaker 
Theme: Matariki 1: Remembering the dead with gratitude…

The Mid-week Bible Study for Wednesday 
June 27th will be hosted by Jeff and Margaret 

Whittaker.

Matariki, Māori 
New Year, runs 
from June 15 
through July 2 
2018.



July 2018 Sunday morning rosters…

Flowers: 1 Linda McBurney 8, 15 Luanne Lau, 22, 29 Dawn de Stigter
Morning tea: Sim Patterson
Communion preparation: Sim Patterson
Door and Offering: Linda McBurney
Scripture reading & Communion: Janet Buckley
Offering counting: Helen Evans and Ann Guan
Lawns: Murray Hollis

From Pastor Jeff 
Sometimes The New Zealand Herald prints the most amazing articles. Last 
Wednesday, I stumbled across an article entitled ‘Psychiatrist believes demonic 
possession and exorcism is real.’ The article profiles Princeton-educated psychiatrist 
Professor Richard Gallagher. With a degree in Classics as well as medicine, 
Gallagher is uniquely placed to comment on the issues of evil and demonic 
possession. His stories certainly describe the dangers for people in dabbling with the 
occult and evil. But, as a practicing Catholic believer, he also is well-placed to 
understand the victory that can be ours ‘in Christ,’ because of Jesus’ defeat of the 
devil and evil at the cross. Now, for many moderns, this all seems incredible. Even 
many Christians consider this topic to be embarrassingly medieval. And that is, of 
course, why The Herald has published this piece. What we need to keep in mind, 
though, is that our disbelieving doesn’t make the issue go away. It just leaves us less 
able to deal with the demonic when we encounter it. We shouldn’t seek it, or see the 
demonic everywhere. Nevertheless, let’s be confident that Jesus is indeed victor over 

the powers of evil. And should deliverance 
be required, then in Christ we have the 
authority to minister, if we have the faith 
required as well.

Shalom , Jeff

This week and next week we’ll collect in 
our donations to the work of Tranzsend. 

May God bless your generosity…


