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Leading: Jeff Whittaker 
Preaching: Jeff Whittaker 
Theme: Matariki 2: Celebrating new life…

The Mid-week Bible Study for Wednesday 
July 4th will be hosted by.Dawn and Ian de 

Stigter.

Matariki, Māori 
New Year, runs 
from June 15 
through July 2 
2018.



July 2018 Sunday morning rosters…

Flowers: 1 Linda McBurney 8, 15 Luanne Lau, 22, 29 Dawn de Stigter
Morning tea: Sim Patterson
Communion preparation: Sim Patterson
Door and Offering: Linda McBurney
Scripture reading & Communion: Janet Buckley
Offering counting: Helen Evans and Ann Guan
Lawns: Murray Hollis

From Pastor Jeff 
The country has been captivated by the birth of Prime Minister Jacinda Adern’s baby 
girl Neve Te Aroha Gayford. The presentation of the baby to the fascinated public was 
like we see with British royalty. And it’s appropriate to see such birth announcements 
and presentations as ‘good news.’ When the New Testament was being written, such 
‘good news’ proclamations would be made about such things as military victories, the 
Emperor’s ascension to power or birthday, or the birth of the Emperor’s child. And it 
was understood that everyone’s lives would be affected by the proclamation, that the 
event being announced would - in some way - impact everyone’s lives. Seen from 
this perspective, it can be appreciated how audacious the gospel writers were when 
they wrote their ‘Good News’ proclamations about Jesus. Although they were 
borrowing the ‘good news’ category from 
the prophetic writings of Isaiah, they were 
also setting up an implicit challenge to the 
Roman Empire. In effect, the ‘good news/
gospel’ writers were saying: Good news 
doesn’t come from the Empire; it’s found in 
Jesus. The early church found that this 
was true. And we too have been drawn 
into that good news, and indeed have 
been blessed by it.

Shalom, Jeff

This week we’ll finish collecting in our 
donations to the work of Tranzsend. May 

God bless your generosity…


