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Leading: Anne Bartley 
Preaching: Fred Brunell 
Theme: It’s not just a story: A fresh look at favourite biblical                     
           narratives

There will be no Mid-week Bible Study for 
Wednesday July 18th.

Tonight, led by Ian and Dawn de Stigter…



July 2018 Sunday morning rosters…

Flowers: 1 Linda McBurney, 8, 15 Luanne Lau, 22, 29 Dawn de Stigter
Morning tea: Sim Patterson
Communion preparation: Sim Patterson
Door and Offering: Linda McBurney
Scripture reading & Communion: Janet Buckley
Offering counting: Helen Evans and Ann Guan
Lawns: Murray Hollis

From Pastor Jeff 
In some parts of the church, there is still debate over the role of women. Some 
very conservative churches don’t even allow women to speak in church. In this I 
believe they are mis-interpreting Paul’s instructions to Timothy in 1 Timothy 2. 
(This part of the letter should be read in the context of cultural conditions of that 
day and events that were happening in the early church.) I believe the Holy Spirit 
gifts everybody according to God’s good will, and if this includes women being 
gifted as pastors, preachers or deacons, then so be it. Recently I came across a 
report about some research done by Virginia Tech (USA). This research showed 
that the greater the number of women in politics, then the less corruption there is 
in government. The authors of the study note that the issue is not that women 
are necessarily less corrupt than men. But women in politics tend to pass laws 
that favour women, children, and families. (Such laws bless a society.) And it 
appears that this policy focus tends to less corruption. The Bible encourages us 
as believers to pray for our government. And we do need to be vigilant about 
corruption creeping into New Zealand. At the moment our parliament is 69% 
men, 31% women. That’s a better ratio than many countries, but there is 
definitely room for us to increase female participation in politics.Just as 
empowering women through education leads to falling birth rates (better for the 
planet), so empowering women through increasing their role in government 
leads to less corruption, which blesses us all. So then, let us pray…
Shalom, Jeff


