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Leading: Anne Bartley 
Preaching: Jeff Whittaker 
Theme: Hebrews 11: 1 - 40             Faith

The Mid-week Bible Study for 
Wednesday August 22nd will be 

hosted by Jeff and Margaret 
Whittaker

Mission boxes: It’s time again to 
collect in mission boxes. These 

containers are used to collect small 
change, which all adds up to support 

for Tranzsend’s workers. If you do not 
yet participate in this traditional way of 

mission support, see me or Mavis 
Rhind.



August 2018 Sunday morning rosters…

Flowers: 5, 12 Margaret Whittaker, 19, 26 Helen Evans
Morning tea: Murray and Neroli Hollis
Communion preparation: Murray and Neroli Hollis
Door and Offering: Helen Evans
Scripture reading & Communion: June McMillan
Offering counting: Dawn de Stigter and Anne Bartley
Lawns: Hak Jong Song

From Pastor Jeff 
Christians are sometimes criticised because of the role faith plays in our religion. And, 
as the passage today points out, faith is an essential part of following Christ. In fact, 
faith was a vital part of Jewish religion prior to Jesus, and has remained so in all the 
years of the church. Faith calls us to use our sanctified imagination, aided by scripture, 
to envision the coming kingdom of Jesus Christ. But, as you might expect, Christians 
are not the only ones to live by faith. The net goes wider than other religious people as 
well. I’ve been reading an interesting book entitled ‘Sapiens: A short history of the 
human race.’ The author, whom I suspect is a Jewish atheist, describes how most of 
the structures that surround our lives - nation states, the world economy, company 
structures, the individual - all are based on imagination. None of these entities are 
what we might call ‘the natural order of things.’ Instead, all of them call for all of us to 
accept them on trust. For example, banks are able to loan up to 10x the cash 
deposited with them, because we all trust that people will repay their loans and the 
economy will keep growing. It’s faith in good financial processes that keeps the balls in 
the air and prevents the whole system from crashing to the ground. For this sort of 
reason, the author labels nationalism, capitalism, liberalism etc as faiths. And the 
classic definition from Hebrews 11: 1: …faith is the assurance of things hoped for, 
the conviction of things not seen fits these too. Let us not, then, be too defensive 
about being people of faith. If challenged, let’s take the opportunity to talk with others 
about what it is that they have put their faith in. 

May you know God’s peace as mediated through Christ (shalom), Jeff



Tonight, at Epsom Baptist Church, 7pm…


