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Leading: Jeff Whittaker 
Preaching: Mike Burrows (Open Doors) 
Theme: Frontline faith: The inside story of the persecuted church

The Mid-week Bible Study for 
Wednesday September 12th will be 

hosted by Jeff and Margaret Whittaker



September 2018 Sunday morning rosters…

Flowers: 2, 9 Helen Evans, 16, 23 Ann Guan, 30 Margaret Whittaker
Morning tea: Hak Jong and Maria Song
Communion preparation: Hak Jong and Maria Song
Door and Offering: Linda McBurney
Scripture reading & Communion: Lawrence Zhang
Offering counting: Ann Guan and Helen Evans
Lawns: Murray Hollis

From Pastor Jeff 
The Scottish nationalist Party is in the throes of abolishing an old blasphemy law which 
outlawed particular religious statements deemed to deny the existence of God or 
attack Presbyterian church doctrine. This is understandable, given that the law has not 
been used in the last couple of centuries. What is concerning, though, is the rise of 
legislation, there but also here in New Zealand, dealing with so-called ‘hate speech,’ 
where anything that is considered to be critical of Islam or LGBT issues is grounds for 
arrest. It looks like one blasphemy law is being traded for another, albeit under a 
different name. At stake are hard-won freedoms like freedom of religion, freedom of 
speech, freedom of association, and a free press. I am deeply concerned by all this. 
But, as I have prayed about these issues, a rather uncomfortable thought has surfaced 
in my consciousness. While Christianity held dominance in Western countries, we 
Christians were happy to have legislation that entrenched our position. This dominance 
has often been accompanied by state-sponsored violence. (See the advertising for the 
film ‘For the love of God’ in this newsletter’s insert.) And although Baptists fought for 
some of the freedoms like freedom of religion and freedom of conscience, yet we too 
have been part of the wider favoured Christendom. Is our finding ourselves on the 
back foot now part of God’s disciplining of the church for its use of state-sponsored 
coercion to advance its cause rather than relying on the appeal of the gospel? Is our 
loss of privilege a tragedy, or an opportunity to be agents of life from a position of 
weakness similar to that experienced by Christ and the early church? These changes 
should enable us to appreciate anew the difficulties our brothers and sisters face daily 
in many parts of the world.                                               Let us return to our first love…





Friday September 21st, from 7pm… 
Join us for a celebration, including the launch of our 

Roof Fund Campaign…



Here is a movie that Mark Pierson is advertising at Rhythms of Grace.  
It only runs one night Mon 24 Sept if enough tickets are pre-booked. (You get your 
money back if it doesn't go ahead.) 
  
For the Love of God 
https://fan-force.com/films/fortheloveofgod/ 
  
For The Love of God confronts the worst that Christians have done and traces the 
origins of Western values like human rights, charity, humility, and non-violence 
back to the influence of Jesus. 
This is not the history we think we know. Join us as we weigh up the good, the 
bad, the ugly – and the unexpected – when it comes to the impact of Christianity 
on the world we live in today. 

Thanks Neroli Hollis for drawing this to my attention. See me if you would like to attend.

Jeff
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