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Epsom Baptist Church, 4 Inverary Avenue, Epsom, AUCKLAND 1023
Phone: (09) 630-6010       epsombaptist@gmail.com
Saturday Evening and Sunday Morning Chinese Congregations:   

Pastor Daniel Choi
Sunday Morning English Congregation: Pastor Jeff Whittaker
epsombaptistchurch.org.nz     Check out Epsom Baptist Church on Facebook

Th
e 

N
ex

t D
ea

co
ns

’ M
ee

tin
g 

w
ill 

be
 h

el
d 

on
 th

is
  

Tu
es

da
y 

16
th
 O

ct
ob

er
 2

01
8 

at
 E

ps
om

 B
ap

tis
t C

hu
rc

h.

Leading: Margaret Whittaker 
Preaching: Jeff Whittaker  
Theme: 1 Thessalonians 5: 18    Give thanks in all circumstances  

The Mid-week Bible Study for  
Wednesday October 17 will be hosted by 

June McMillan..

Sunday October 28th, 
between the two services…

Tonight, at the church, 7 - 8pm.



October 2018 Sunday morning rosters…

Flowers: 7, 14 Linda McBurney, 21, 28 Luanne
Morning tea: Olwyn Halder & Helen Evans
Communion preparation: Olwyn Halder & Helen Evans
Door and Offering: Ian & Dawn de Stigter
Scripture reading & Communion: June McMillan
Offering counting: Neroli Hollis and Brian Jones
Lawns: Ian de Stigter

From Pastor Jeff 
Earlier this year, the Baptist Union’s Assembly Council embarked on a nation-wide 
‘Listening Hui.’ The aim of the Listening Hui was to get an overview from New 
Zealand’s Baptist churches on a range of issues, but especially on the way forward in 
regards to a new National Leader. (The current National Leader, Pastor Craig Vernall 
from Bethlehem Baptist Church, is stepping down from the role at this year’s Assembly 
in November.) A working group has compiled the many written and oral submissions 
into a report. It makes interesting reading. In summary, a number of issues dominate 
the document. These include:
• Opinion is divided on whether we need another National Leader, or whether we 

should try a different structure. Some want a leader with powers like a bishop, while 
others want to have a stronger emphasis on the priesthood of all believers…

• Bi-culturalism (ie acknowledging the importance of Maori as ‘the people of the land’ 
to whom the rest of us are in relationship) has been embraced by many, but also 
rejected by many…

• The issue of women in leadership roles is still contentious to some…
• The struggle for growth being experienced by Baptist churches often leads to 

blaming and shaming of leaders (usually pastors), rather than a recognition that 
churches everywhere are finding things tough going at the moment.

• Ethnic churches are growing, although their voices are often not heard…
• There is a range of opinion on same sex marriage, although conservative views 

dominate…
If you would like to read a copy of this report, see me.                             Shalom, Jeff





Halloween 
Outreach

This Halloween, on 
Wednesday October 
31st, bless trick-and-
treaters with a gospel 
tract and soul cakes. 
(Soul cakes were the 
traditional gift for 
trick-and-treaters in 
medieval Europe. I 
have recipes for 
these ‘biscuits’. And I 
have tracts in English 
or Chinese.)


