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Leading: Margaret Whittaker 
Preaching: Jon Emmitt  
Theme: Matthew 7: 7 - 12          Ask, and it will be given to you?

The Mid-week Bible Study for  
Wednesday November 14th will be hosted 

by Jeff and Margaret Whittaker…



November 2018 Sunday morning rosters…

Flowers: 4, 11 Dawn de Stigter, 18, 25  Louissa
Morning tea: Hugh & Gwenneth Macky
Communion preparation: Hugh & Gwenneth Macky
Door and Offering: June McMillan
Scripture reading & Communion: Janet Buckley
Offering counting: Dawn de Stigter and Anne Bartley
Lawns: Hak Jong Song

From Pastor Jeff 
At the time of writing this, the country is taking a deep breath after the whirlwind tour of 
the Duke and Duchess of Sussex. I’m always amazed at the outpouring of so much 
interest and emotion that occurs when one of the royals visits New Zealand. I should 
add, though, that when one of China’s leaders visited New Zealand several years ago, 
there were similar displays of pride and emotion from the Chinese community. It’s 
probably something inherent in all of us, something that intensifies when we live in a 
far-off land. British writer C.S. Lewis develops the ideal of kingship in various of his 
books, especially the Narnia series. He clearly considered that respect for royal 
authority is a good thing, a virtue that drew from and contributed to his reverence for 
God (seen as king of the universe). J.R.R. Tolkein, author of The Hobbit and The Lord 
of the Rings similarly developed the ideal of kingship in his books. One of the 
surprising things in Tolkein’s portrayal of the monarchial ideal is his description (drawn 
from older histories and mythological works) of the king as a healer. Now Harry and 
Meghan obviously worked hard while here, and may even have effected some healing 
in relationships such as those between the Crown with ordinary Kiwis and  between 
the Crown and Māoridom. The ‘healer’ images presented by Lewis and Tolkein go 
much further. They really reflect the kingly person of Jesus, fulfilling that ancient dream 
of the king-healer through his extraordinary ministry of healing and exorcism. I realise, 
of course, that it’s towards Jesus that I direct my emotion and interest. And it’s not that 
the Sussexes are boring, but that Jesus is so much more…

Shalom, Jeff



THANKSGIVING 
2018

Epsom Baptist Church 
November 23, 6pm - 9pm 

We’re celebrating Thanksgiving 2018 with a sit-down 
meal: $40 per person. Funds raised will go to our Roof 
Replacement Project. There will be some entertainment, as 
well as an auction of various goods and services. Come 
and enjoy a night of fun and fellowship. Contact Pastor 
Jeff or Pastor Daniel for tickets. 

The cornucopia 
depicted is a 

symbol of God’s 
abundant 

blessings, and a 
reason for 
gratitude.


