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Leading: Jeff Whittaker 
Preaching: Jeff Whittaker  
Theme: Advent 2      I will draw near to you for judgment!

A depiction of Christ Pantocrator (or Christ all powerful) from Haggia Sophia in 
Istanbul.Christ Pantocrator has come to suggest Christ as a mild but stern, all-
powerful judge of humanity.



December 2018 Sunday morning rosters…

Flowers: 2, 9 Margaret Whittaker, 16, 23 Helen Evans, 30 Ann Guan
Morning tea: Ian & Dawn de Stigter
Communion preparation: Ian & Dawn de Stigter
Door and Offering:  Olwyn Halder
Scripture reading & Communion:  Linda McBurney
Offering counting: Helen Evans and Ann Guan
Lawns: Jeff Whittaker

From Pastor Jeff 
Sometimes I’m surprised at what appears in the paper. From the Lifestyle section of 
The Herald from November 26th, there’s an article entitled: All humans descended from 
just two people, scientists claim. Leading the article was the following: All modern 
humans descended from a solitary pair who lived 100,000 to 200,000 years ago, 
scientists claim. Scientists surveyed the genetic “bar codes” of 5 million animals - 
including humans - from 10,000 different species and deduced that we sprang from a 
single pair of adults after a catastrophic event almost wiped out the human race. These 
bar codes, or snippets of DNA that reside outside the nuclei of living cells, suggest that 
it’s not just people who came from a single pair of beings, but nine out of every ten 
animal species as well, Daily Mail reports. The original report suggests that ‘religious 
parties’ are misunderstanding the research to infer that we all came into being in some 
seminal Big Bang event 100,000 years ago. That’s not the conclusion that I 
immediately came to. For me, the research findings - and I’m not ruling out that the 
whole thing could be fake news - suggest rather that the Bible record of Noah’s flood 
records just such a catastrophic event. Interestingly, other cultures record a pre-historic 
deluge. And, geology also seems to record an event of this type. If true, then the 
genetic bottle-neck testifies to another extinction event, of which there are a number in 
the fossil record. A salutary inference that we might make from this is that modern 
humans may be creating ‘ideal’ conditions for another extinction event through climate 
change. And so, the return of Christ may be far closer than we realise. The Bible 
describes how Jesus will return as judge. Perhaps his just judgment will be based on 
the destruction we have wreaked on God’s good creation.                        Shalom, Jeff



Christmas / New Year
services 2018

• Sunday December 23rd: All three 
congregations combined service 10am

• Monday Christmas Eve: English service 
11pm.

• Tuesday Christmas Day: English only 
service 9:30am

• Saturday December 29th and Sunday 
December 30th: Normal service times.


