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Leading: Jeff Whittaker 
Preaching: Daniel Choi  
Theme: Ephesians 2: 4 -10  Evangelism with the cross of Christ

Continuing 
tonight. Please 

pray.

The Wednesday evening Bible Study for 
March 20th will be hosted by Ian and Dawn de 
Stigter



March 2019 Sunday morning rosters…

Flowers: 3, 10 Helen Evans, 17, 24 Ann Guan
Morning tea: Olwyn Halder and Helen Evans
Communion preparation: Olwyn Halder and Helen Evans
Door and Offering: Linda McBurney
Scripture reading & Communion: Lawrence Zhang
Offering counting: Neroli Hollis and Brian Jones
Lawns: Ian de Stigter

From Pastor Jeff    
As I sit down to write this, the news has begun reporting that some rogue 
gunmen have gone on a shooting spree in a couple of Christchurch mosques. I 
have talked before about this sort of thing happening in Christian churches in 
Egypt and Pakistan. Actually, gunmen and suicide bombers in these countries 
also target the mosques/temples/places of worship of those who believe 
differently than they do. We pray for our Christian brothers and sisters as they 
experience persecution. Let’s pray too for the Muslims/Hindus/Buddhists who 
suffer from the fanatical attacks of their co-religionists or those of a different 
faith. The Bible is clear on our response to such acts of violence, and tells us 
that God’s righteousness is not attained by them. Instead, let us be inspired by 
our Middle-Eastern brothers and sisters, and pray for all that God’s love and 
forgiveness might create new zones of peaceful accord across the religions, to 
the glory of God.

     Shalom, Jeff
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Stop press
After writing my comment for the newsletter on Friday afternoon, I spent the evening 
watching the horror of the Christchurch mosque attacks. My condolences go out to the 
Muslim community, as I’m sure yours do also.

How do we respond to such hateful violence? The outrage perpetrated against 
Christchurch’s Muslim community should never happen anywhere around the world, let 
alone New Zealand.(Such outrages should never happen to any religious community 
around the world.) Let us renew our commitment to the non-violent way of Jesus, to his 
teaching that we should be known as people of love. And let’s work out ways to express 
our support to our Muslim neighbours. Let us bless them with thoughts of love and peace 
as they grieve.

The offenders have declared themselves to be enemies of Islam. In some twisted way it 
seems that they believe they were acting in the interests of Western culture. They have 
not. Their commitment to terrorism means that they are our enemies as well. But that 
leaves us wrestling with the teaching of Jesus. We are to forgive, even bless such 
people. How do we bless such monsters? Bless them that they will develop growing 
contrition, and a re-discovery of the humanity they share with all of us, with repentance 
before God. 

Let us not be drawn into being people of hate. When that happens, terrorism wins. 
Instead, let’s affirm again that we are people of love and compassion, true followers of 
our Lord Jesus Christ.


