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Pastor Daniel Choi
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Leading: Jeff Whittaker 
Preaching: Jeff Whittaker  
Theme:  1 Corinthians 15: 20 - 28       The devil’s mousetrap!

Continuing 
tonight. Please 

pray.

The Wednesday evening Bible Study for 
March 27th will be hosted by Janet Buckley.

Today we explore an idea that is 
traced back to St Augustine: the cross 
as a trap for the devil!



March 2019 Sunday morning rosters…

Flowers: 3, 10 Helen Evans, 17, 24 Ann Guan
Morning tea: Olwyn Halder and Helen Evans
Communion preparation: Olwyn Halder and Helen Evans
Door and Offering: Linda McBurney
Scripture reading & Communion: Lawrence Zhang
Offering counting: Neroli Hollis and Brian Jones
Lawns: Ian de Stigter

From Pastor Jeff    
In response to the Christchurch terror attacks, I wrote the following brief message to 
both the Canterbury Muslim Association, and the New Zealand Muslim Association. 
We are so sad at the hate-filled atrocity that has been perpetrated upon the 
Christchurch Muslim community while at prayer. Our sorrow, thoughts and prayers 
are with you. Rev. Dr Jeff Whittaker, on behalf of Epsom Baptist Church, Auckland. 
I received the following reply from the Canterbury Muslim Association: Hi Jeff, thank 
you for your kind words and consideration. On behalf of the Muslim community in 
Christchurch, we really appreciate it. And I received this reply from the NZ Muslim 
Association: Dear Jeff, thank you for your email of support. I have no words to 
express the gratitude for the love, generosity and support that we have received from 
our fellow Kiwis and global community. I thank you for your support and ask you to 
pray for all the victims of this tragedy. Please keep spreading the message of love 
and stand up against the message of hate. Once again thank you for your loving 
support. Kind regards, Ikhlaq Kashkari 

Interestingly, I was pastoring Bryndwr Baptist Church in Christchurch when the 9/11 
event occurred. Men from the local (Afghan) Hazara community expressed to me 
that they were anxious in case they would be targeted in retaliatory attacks. I 
assured them that Kiwis don’t think and behave that way, and that local Christians 
would be praying for their safety. That one of them - a taxi driver - was murdered 
some time later in a hate-crime should have warned us all not to trust in our 
reputation for openness, tolerance and care.Now it appears that the sort of hate 
crime that we associate with other countries has surfaced here, courtesy of internet 
grooming of susceptible individuals. The foment around fake news and privacy 
issues is telling us that we all need to be much more careful in our internet usage, 
and that there are powerful agents who would manipulate us to all sorts of nefarious 
ends. Our response must be to submit ourselves to the Holy Spirit of Jesus, so that 
we live out his gospel from a stance of being wise (like serpents) yet harmless (like 
doves). In terms of living with neighbours who are different from us, then we heed 
the advice that we should live in peace with all, as far as it lies with us. 

Shalom, Jeff
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The date for the AGM has been set for Wednesday June 
19, with a start time of 7pm. With our church year set as 
April 1 through to March 31, it’s almost time to start writing 
annual reports. Let’s get on to them quickly so that 
translation can be done in good time.


