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Leading: Jeff Whittaker 
Preaching: David Moko  
Theme: Matthew 13: 45 - 46    Finding the pearl of great price

Continuing 
tonight. Please 

pray.

The Wednesday evening Bible Study for April 
4th will be hosted by June MacMillan.



April 2019 Sunday morning rosters…

Flowers: 7, 14 Linda, 21, 28 Luanne
Morning tea: Hugh & Gwenneth Macky
Communion preparation:  Hugh & Gwenneth
Door and Offering: Ian & Dawn de Stigter
Scripture reading & Communion: Linda McBurney
Offering counting: Ann Guan and Helen Evans
Lawns: Hak Jong Song

From Pastor Jeff    
I have picked up from various places that while many Kiwis admire Prime Minister 
Jacinda Adern for her empathy demonstrated towards the Muslim community in the 
wake of the terror attack a couple of weeks ago, yet others feel that she has gone 
too far. No one denies that the Muslim community in New Zealnd has experienced a 
great tragedy. Adern has described it as New Zealand’s darkest day. So, it may come 
as a surprise to many of us that there is a significant New Zealand community who 
feel that Adern has gone too far in her ‘darkest day’ description.They argue that this 
is not the first terrorist attack in our history. Rather, they consider it to be the latest in 
a series of such events perpetrated by or in the name of the white part of New 
Zealand society. That significant part of New Zealand society is Māoridom. On March 
20, just after the March 15 Christchurch mosque attacks, I was having coffee with 
David Moko, Kaihautū of the Baptist Union, and our guest preacher today. He told 
me about an event that happened on March 22, 1864, down in the Waikato. The 
village of Rangiaowhia (near Te Awamutu) was like one of those poster villages in 
Communist propaganda. It was industrious, agriculturally productive, boasted a 
thriving mission station, and had a church (which is now the second-oldest building 
in the Waikato). Now-a-days we might even describe that Rangiaowhia as bucolic, 
perhaps even as a foretaste of Eden. But then, the Waikato was invaded from 
Auckland and the Land Wars ensued. Some time into the conflict, settler forces 
bypassed Māori forces and attacked Rangiaowhia. At the time it was occupied 
mainly by old men, women and children. Twelve were killed, 7 of them burned alive 
in one whare. Māori considered this outside the bounds of proper warfare, and 
labelled the deaths as murder. This is but one incident in the long history of Māori 
being unjustly dispossessed of their land by white colonials. That the church by-and-
large supported the colonials tells us much about why Māori today are sometimes 
hostile towards the gospel of Jesus Christ. I don’t think I’m alone in finding it difficult 
to hear such critiques of our forebears. But the mosque attacks have gifted us an 
opportunity to start talking about these issues; to recognise that our history is littered 
with infamous mass killings. As we embrace our shame, we will even find that some 
who want to enlighten us are full of grace and mercy, and will accompany us into our 
painfully shared histories. We will be humbled. But it’s only the humble who have 
access to the grace of God.

Shalom, Jeff
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The date for the AGM has been set for Wednesday June 
19, with a start time of 7pm. With our church year set as 
April 1 through to March 31, it’s almost time to start writing 
annual reports. Let’s get on to them quickly so that 
translation can be done in good time.


