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Epsom Baptist Church, 4 Inverary Avenue, Epsom, AUCKLAND 1023
Phone: (09) 630-6010       epsombaptist@gmail.com
Saturday Evening and Sunday Morning Chinese Congregations:   

Pastor Daniel Choi
Sunday Morning English Congregation: Pastor Jeff Whittaker
epsombaptistchurch.org.nz     Check out Epsom Baptist Church on Facebook
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Leading: Jeff Whittaker 
Preaching: Sylvia Yuan (from OMF) 
Theme: What is the one thing that you lack?

The Wednesday evening Bible Study for May 
29th will be hosted by Margaret Whittaker

Last 
week!



June 2019 Sunday morning rosters…

Flowers: 2, 9 Helen Evans, 16, 23 Ann Guan, 30 Linda McBurney
Morning tea: Hak Jong and Maria…
Communion preparation: Hak Jong and Maria…
Door and Offering: Linda McBurney
Scripture reading & Communion: June McMillan
Offering counting: Neroli Hollis and Alan Lau
Lawns: Murray Hollis

From Pastor Jeff    
At the heart of the Christian faith lies a claim. The gospel claims that Christ died on the 
cross to save us from our sins, and that his resurrection life is available for any who put 
their faith in the efficacy of his death. Many people find this offensive. They take offence at 
the idea that Christianity claims that none of us measures up to God’s standards, and thus 
we need saving. Now, the issue of taking offence is one that we need to be more aware of. 
That’s because there are parts of New Zealand law that state that one can be found guilty 
of hate speech if any - an individual or especially a group - take offence to what one says or 
claims. We see this offence being taken both here and in Australia at the statement of Israel 
Folau that certain groups of sinners are destined for hell. Folau was probably unwise in how 
he made his statement. Never-the-less, many are denying his right to say such things, 
because they find it offensive. Now, things could get even more restrictive. There are 
moves afoot in our parliament to look again at free/hate speech, and the intention seems to 
be to deny people to right to say anything that anybody considers offensive to themselves 
or others. The driver behind this review is the white supremicist views that led to an 
Australian killing more than 50 people in the mid-March Christchurch mosque attacks. 
These white supremacy views are rightly to be challenged and dismissed. But there are 
dangers of driving such views underground where they can fester and grow their corrupt 
fruit undetected if attempts are made to completely suppress them. Another danger is, of 
course, that one ends up only being able to speak out those things that wider society 
considers to be acceptable. And that’s ‘political correctness’ gone crazy. Indian novelist 
Ahmed Salman Rushdie created huge offence in the Islamic world with his novel ‘The 
Satanic Verses.’ Death threats were made against him for offending Islamic sensibilities. 
But Rushdie surely got it right when he stated in an interview in 2012: There is no right in 
the world not to be offended. That right simply doesn’t exist. In a free society, an open 
society, people have strong opinions, and these opinions often clash. In a democracy, we 
have to learn to deal with this. Just so. People have a right to agree or disagree with the 
gospel’s claims. But let’s join in and add our contribution to the debate on the right to free 
speech. Otherwise, we could even find the Bible and the Koran banned for being hate 
speech documents.   Shalom, Jeff



The date for the AGM has been set for Wednesday June 
19, with a start time of 7pm. With our church year set as 
April 1 through to March 31, it’s almost time to start writing 
annual reports. Let’s get on to them quickly so that 
translation can be done in good time.





 Auckland Combined 
Mission Prayer Meeting  

27 May 2019 
 

11am at Remuera Baptist Church  
641 Remuera Rd, Remuera 

With Guest Speaker: Rachel Murray 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Programme:  

x Worship  
x Sharing from guest speaker 
x News from NZBMS 
x Prayer  
x Shared lunch (bring a plate) 

Contact Jonny for any queries: 

Phone: (09) 526 8444  E-mail: jonny.petterson@nzbms.org.nz 

Please note that we have been requested to park on the street, as the timing of our meeting clashes 
with the pick-up and drop-off times at Remuera Baptist Church’s kindergarten. 

            


