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Leading: Jeff Whittaker 
Preaching: Jeff Whittaker 
Theme: Acts 1: 3 - 11    Ascension Sunday

The Wednesday evening Bible Study for 
June 5th will be hosted by Jeff & Margaret 

Whittaker

‘He was taken up into 
heaven.’ Batik print by 
Hanna Varghese, 
2000.



June 2019 Sunday morning rosters…

Flowers: 2, 9 Helen Evans, 16, 23 Ann Guan, 30 Linda McBurney
Morning tea: Hak Jong and Maria…
Communion preparation: Hak Jong and Maria…
Door and Offering: Linda McBurney
Scripture reading & Communion: June McMillan
Offering counting: Neroli Hollis and Alan Lau
Lawns: Murray Hollis

From Pastor Jeff    
Tuesday evening Olwyn Halder and I attended an event at Auckland Uni’s Maclaurin 
Chapel entitled ‘Why religion? In light of science, tragedy, secularism and materialism.’ My 
friend Dr Nicola Hoggard-Creegan presented a book review of Elane Pagel’s ‘Why 
Religion?’ She described Pagel’s surprising conversion at a Billy Graham rally, and her 
journey of faith as she negotiated some tragic life events. Dr Melissa Inouye, a Chinese 
Mormon from California, spoke about being a person of faith in a secular university 
environment. She mentioned as well the importance of her faith community as she has 
wrestled with cancer. Dr Zain Ali, Professional Teaching Fellow at Auckland Uni and also 
Spiritual Advisor at a West Auckland Hospice, spoke about accompanying others and 
respecting their religious beliefs (or non-religious beliefs) at life’s end. He injected a touch of 
humour while describing how Muslims laugh at themselves and some of their traditions. But 
perhaps the most attention-grabbing presentation was that of Prof Joseph Bulbulia. Bulbulia 
is a Catholic, the faith he got from his Catholic mother; his father was Muslim. He presented 
research he has been investigating acceptance of Muslims in New Zealand society. There 
are some fascinating results. Let me present four. First, women are more accepting of 
Muslims in New Zealand society than are 
men. Second, increasing levels of acceptance 
of Muslims correlate with educational level. 
That is, the more educated, the more 
accepting. Third, highly religious people are 
more accepting of Muslims in New Zealand. 
(Bulbulia wasn’t able to explain why this is the 
case, but opinions from the floor suggested 
several reasons.) Fourth, young people are 
far more accepting of Muslims in New 
Zealand than older people. 

The evening did not set out to either promote 
or erode the specific beliefs of any of the 
religious groups present. Rather, what 
emerged was an insight into how all of us, 
with our distinct beliefs and practices, are 
contributing positively to New Zealand society. 
In particular, by accepting one another, we 
collectively challenge the secular notion that 
religions are negative influences on society.

Shalom, Jeff



The date for the AGM has been set for Wednesday June 
19, with a start time of 7pm. With our church year set as 
April 1 through to March 31, it’s almost time to start writing 
annual reports. Let’s get on to them quickly so that 
translation can be done in good time.


