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Leading: Jeff Whittaker 
Preaching: Jeff Whittaker 
Theme: Job 3: 1 - 26         Job’s lament

There will be no 
Wednesday evening 
Bible Study for July 
10th and July 17th.

Depiction of Job 
in his agony by 
Andrei 
Rabodzeenko



July 2019 Sunday morning rosters…

Flowers: 7, Linda McBurney, 14, 21 Luanne Chui, 28 Dawn de Stigter
Morning tea: Sim Patterson
Communion preparation: Sim Patterson
Door and Offering: Olwyn Halder
Scripture reading & Communion: Janet Buckley
Offering counting: Helen Evans and Ann Guan
Lawns: Ian de Stigter

From Pastor Jeff 
James K Baxter is perhaps New Zealand’s best known poet. A couple of year’s ago, I 
attended a day looking at his poetry, especially the Christian content. Baxter converted to 
Christianity after struggling with various issues, including alcoholism. He was 
unconventional in the way he approached his faith. Indeed, he was so outspoken over 
various issues that he was labelled a polemicist. (A polemicist is someone who engages 
in controversial debate.) Prophetic characters often do have something of the polemicist 
about them. I have been taken by a comment Baxter made about a line in his final poem, 
Te Whiore o te Kuri (The tail of the dog). The poem begins To go forward like a man in 
the dark is the meaning of this dark vocation. In commenting on ‘dark vocation’ Baxter 
wrote: To love Man leads to a broken heart. To love God leads to a Dark Night. To love 
God and Man leads to crucifixion. It’s a somewhat bleak assessment of the Christian 
calling. But it contains echoes of Jesus saying to his disciples that following him - Jesus - 
means taking up one’s cross daily. Truly being a follower of Jesus means being prepared 
to suffer broken hearts and dark nights (in the John of the Cross sense), even crucifixion, 
without walking away from the faith. We see this sort of fidelity in Job as he suffers 
agonies of loss. We will see in his various laments that he maintains connection with God 
even as he complains to God and challenges God for answers. Perhaps we could even 
say that Job is living into his dark vocation, the calling that will truly make him as a man 
of faith in ways that would never have happened when rich and unafflicted. May we too 
continue to grow into our dark vocation as we follow our Lord Jesus Christ.                                                 

Shalom, Jeff




