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Leading: Jeff Whittaker 
Preaching: Jeff Whittaker 
Theme: Zophar, God, and theodicy…

The Wednesday evening 
Bible Study for August 7th 
will be hosted by Jeff and 
Margaret Whittaker.

It’s time to collect in the 
BMF Mission boxes. 
Please bring them along 
and give them to Dawn de 
Stigter.

Ordination service
On Sunday August 25th, we will 

hold an Ordination Service to 
mark Pastor Daniel’s call into 
full-time ministry. This service 

will be held at 10am, and 
combine both our English and 
Mandarin services. Following 

the Ordination Service, we will 
enjoy a bring-and-share meal in 

the church hall. Please come 
and participate.



August 2019 Sunday morning rosters…

Flowers: 4 Dawn de Stigter, 11, 18 Louissa Bao, 25 Margaret Whittaker
Morning tea: Neroli and Murray Hollis
Communion preparation: Neroli and Murray Hollis
Door and Offering: Helen Evans
Scripture reading & Communion: June McMillan
Offering counting: Dawn de Stigter and Anne Bartley
Lawns: HakJong Song

From Pastor Jeff 
This last week I spotted in The (on-line) Herald an article about Kauri trees. Or, 
more specifically, the article reported some research done here in New Zealand 
about why some Kauri stumps don’t die, but stay alive with no visible means of life 
support. What the researchers found is that the stumps of some Kauri trees are 
kept alive by networks of roots shared with adjacent trees. I’ve come across this 
subject before. A couple of years ago I read a book called ‘The Hidden Life of 
Trees’ by German forester Peter Wohlleben. Wohlleben writes about discovering a 
living stump, where the tree had been cut down over a hundred years before. He 
considered that maybe trees are sufficiently aware to choose to sustain a 
neighbour with nutrients from their root network. Making things even more 
complicated, soil is jam-packed with fungal networks that exchange nutrients with 
trees and plants. In the Bible, in Isaiah 11: 1, we read that A shoot shall come 
out from the stump of Jesse, and a branch shall grow out of his roots. This, 
and subsequent verses, speak first of Messiah and then of the peaceable 
kingdom at the end of the age. Putting all this together, we should be slow to 
consider something as dead, even if it has only the appearance of being a 
‘stump.’ It may be alive, and just waiting for the right time to revive. Down through 
the centuries, people have been quick to declare the death of the Christian 
Church. However, the Christian Church has proved to be remarkably resilient. So, 
let’s look at stumps with faith.
Shalom, Jeff


