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Leading: Jeff Whittaker 
Preaching: Jeff Whittaker 
Theme: Jude 1 - 7…

The Wednesday 
evening Bible Study 
for September 18th 
will be hosted by Jeff 
& Margaret Whittaker.



September 2019 Sunday morning rosters…

Flowers: 1, 8 Helen Evans, 15, 22 Ann Guan, 29 Margaret Whittaker
Morning tea: Olwyn Halder and Helen Evans
Communion preparation: Olwyn Halder and Helen Evans
Door and Offering: Linda McBurney
Scripture reading & Communion: Janet Buckley
Offering counting: Neroli Hollis and Brian Jones
Lawns: Jeff Whittaker

From Pastor Jeff 
Three different leaders; three different responses. First, Prime Minister Jacinda Adern, 
clearly discomforted, has been under attack for the predatory sexual actions of a Labour 
Party staffer. It appears that PM Adern has not been full informed of developments in this 
case, yet she accepts that, as leader of the Labour Party, she is in some way responsible. 
And PM Adern’s enemies are insisting that she accept this responsibility. Resignations of 
the guilty person, and others, has been the outcome.
Second, the Court system has found that government insurer Southern Response has 
been acting deceitfully in not informing insured people in Christchurch of their full 
entitlements under their house insurance policies. But, as the news media has informed 
the public, this was a course of action begun by AMI Insurance in the aftermath of the 
Christchurch earthquakes as AMI realised that it was in financial difficulties. (Southern 
Response was the result of the government bailing out the failing AMI.) And now the then 
CEO of AMI says that he was unaware that this deception was being practiced. That a 
CEO of a company under stress claims to have been unaware of actions taken to lessen 
financial exposure strains one’s credibility. To claim such ignorance suggests 
incompetence.
So does our Christian faith suggest a way of responding to such situations. I believe it 
does. And it is in full acceptance of responsibility. The doctrine of the incarnation presents 
to us the idea that Jesus was born in order to be the representative human being. In this 
role, Jesus did not choose to represent just our goodness, but especially our badness. In 
this representation, the scriptures tell us that on the cross he personified our badness by 
becoming sin. And in his death on the cross his acceptance of full responsibility for 
human sin means that sin’s power over us was broken, and that in him we are set free for 
a new life.

                Shalom, Jeff



Moon Festival, Dominion Road’s Potters Park
On Friday evening, a group of us from Epsom Baptist Church performed at the Moon 
Festival held in Potters Park. We sang the hymn ‘How Great Thou Art,’ first in English, 
then in Chinese (the Chinese singers stepped forward as those others of us stepped 
back), and then Whakaaria Mai (different words, but sung to the same tune). Then Pastor 
Daniel shared briefly.

Thanks to Siong Ng, Librarian at Carey Baptist College and colleague of Neroli Hollis, for 
the photo. Thanks too to Murray Hollis for looking after our gear while we sang.


