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Saturday Evening and Sunday Morning Chinese Congregations:   
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Leading: June McMillan 
Preaching: Jeff Whittaker 
Theme: Jude 8 - 16…

The Wednesday 
evening Bible Study 
for September 25th 
will be hosted by Jeff 
& Margaret Whittaker.

On September 19th, 1893, Kiwi women got the right to vote. Let’s not ignore 
the democratic privilege. Vote in the upcoming local body elections.



September 2019 Sunday morning rosters…

Flowers: 1, 8 Helen Evans, 15, 22 Ann Guan, 29 Margaret Whittaker
Morning tea: Olwyn Halder and Helen Evans
Communion preparation: Olwyn Halder and Helen Evans
Door and Offering: Linda McBurney
Scripture reading & Communion: Janet Buckley
Offering counting: Neroli Hollis and Brian Jones
Lawns: Jeff Whittaker

From Pastor Jeff 
126 yeas ago, New Zealand became the first country in the world to give women the right 
to vote. Since then, we have basked in the glow of that achievement. I wonder if we 
collectively over-estimate what we achieved. The news media often report that women in 
New Zealand encounter glass ceilings in the business world; that they struggle for access 
to top jobs and pay parity. However, I’m concerned for women who are called by God into 
Christian ministry, have that calling recognised and affirmed, are trained as thoroughly as 
their male counterparts, and yet who struggle to get called to a significant church ministry. 
Last year, at The Hui in Palmerston North, I met Helen Brereton. Helen is a highly 
competent and articulate pastor, a recent graduate of Carey Baptist College, and a 
current member of the Baptist Union’s Assembly Council. After undertaking an effective 
interim at one of our Northern Baptist churches, she wasn’t even considered for a 
permanent role in the church because she is female. Now, Paul’s comments in the book 
of 1 Timothy about women teaching men are often hauled out to justify this reticence to 
call women. Along with a number of scholars, I believe that special cultural circumstances 
in Ephesus explain why he took this stance. Our cultural circumstances are different. As 
you look around our congregation, recognise that Olwyn Halder, Helen Evans, Dawn de 
Stigter, and Janet Buckley all represented the kingdom of God on the mission field. 
Further, June McMillan was the first women deacon in the leadership of the Baptist 
Tabernacle here in Auckland. There are more women than men on our deacons’ court. 
Let us then celebrate the gifts and callings of all who worship here at Epsom Baptist 
Church. After all, when we enjoy the resurrection, gender differences will cease to matter.

Shalom, Jeff


