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Leading: Anne Bartley 
Preaching: Katherine Fong 
Theme: Daniel 1: 1 - 8             Destiny…

There will be no 
Wednesday evening 
Bible Study on 
October 9th. 

It’s that time of year again: Time to 
consider needy children in other 
parts of the world, and give them 
gifts that will bless them. As you fill 
the boxes, please use the pamphlet 
as a guide of what to put in. Please 
note, the organisers don’t want one 
or two large gifts like soft toys. And 
the gifts are not to be second-hand. 
The list in the pamphlet is there to 
guide us, and the suggested items 
are things that are needed, would be 
difficult for the children to obtain in 
other ways, and that reduce the 
potential for unwanted rubbish. The 
cost for each box should be around 
$30 - $40. 



October 2019 Sunday morning rosters…

Flowers: 6,13 Linda McBurney, 20, 27 Luanne Chui
Morning tea: Sim Patterson
Communion preparation: Sim Patterson
Door and Offering: June McMillan
Scripture reading & Communion: Linda McBurney
Offering counting: Dawn de Stigter and Anne Bartley
Lawns: Murray Hollis

From Pastor Jeff 
I read in the paper this morning about a man accused of having objectionable 
pornographic material on his computer, material that led to him being charged in court. 
The judge commented on the man’s completely deficient understanding of his crime. The 
judge had been looking for an expression of contrition, something from the man that 
would indicate that he understood the nature and the scale of his wrong-doing and was 
appropriately sorry. The judge didn’t get what he wanted. Of course sometimes judges do 
receive expressions of contrition from the perpetrators of crime. The press often reports 
on these ‘confessions’ when they are made. To my perception, they almost always smack 
of insincerity. If a person really understood that their actions were breaking the law, and 
that there would be victims, then they wouldn’t do what gets them into trouble in the first 
place. Underneath this behaviour are some misperceptions: I’m not really bad; my 
behaviour is not really bad; and I’m as good as the next person. A true perception of 
one’s wrong-doing must lead to sincere confession and true remorse, and a 
determination not to act in such a way again. When we gather as the people of God 
Sunday by Sunday, we are given an opportunity to reflect on where our behaviour fails to 
reach God’s standards. We are encouraged to approach God with a sincere confession. 
Scripture promises us that, through Christ, we are then forgiven and cleansed from all 
unrighteousness. We are given the chance to live rightly, righteously, again. And, as Paul 
states in Romans, we don’t plunge back into bad behaviour just so that God’s grace can 
be grabbed hold of again and again. But it’s precisely at this point that our wider society 
balks, and refuses to consider confession before God as a gift of grace. ‘I’m as good as 
the next person’ is a common excuse. So, the guilty man before the judge is really just 
living out a commonly held societal belief. Let’s make sure we model something different.

    Shalom, Jeff


