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Leading: Jeff Whittaker 
Preaching: Jeff Whittaker 
Theme: An initial foray into the world of Baptist Distinctives…

The Wednesday evening 
Bible Study on October 
16th will be hosted by 
June McMillan.

Coming up on Thursday October 
31st: Halloween. Why not make the 
most of this opportunity to share 
your Christian faith? See my 
comment on the inside page. 



October 2019 Sunday morning rosters…

Flowers: 6,13 Linda McBurney, 20, 27 Luanne Chui
Morning tea: Sim Patterson
Communion preparation: Sim Patterson
Door and Offering: June McMillan
Scripture reading & Communion: Linda McBurney
Offering counting: Dawn de Stigter and Anne Bartley
Lawns: Murray Hollis

From Pastor Jeff 
Each year, on the 31st of October, our neighbourhoods come alive with processions of 
children ‘tricking and treating’ for Halloween. Now, Halloween is short for ‘All Hallows 
Eve,’ the evening before All Saints Day (November 1st) and All Souls Day (November 
2nd). You won’t find these celebrations in the Bible, just as you won’t find the seasons of 
Lent (culminating in Easter) or Advent (culminating in Christmas Day). As often happens 
in mission situations, Halloween was the creation of the church in Britain ‘christianising’ 
the Celtic (pagan) druidic festival of Samhain. An end-of-year/new-year festival, Samhain 
marked the end of harvest, and looked forward to the colder, darker months. It included 
taking note of the dead, and sometimes averting their potentially hostile interference with 
the living through human sacrifice. The Christian Church kept the focus on the dead, but 
changed the tone from fearful appeasement of the dead to joyful appreciation and 
celebration of those ‘saints’ who have died in the faith (All Saints Day) and others, 
especially Christian believers (All Souls Day). [Note that in Baptist ecclesiology, the saints 
are all who have put their faith in Christ rather than those commemorated as ‘saints’ by 
the older churches.] Further, the Christian Church emphasised the victory of Jesus over 
evil spirits and powers, a victory that communicated a great freedom from fear for the 
Celts just as it does for many other communities today. Some of the ideas are somewhat 
uncomfortable for many evangelical churches, and so they prefer to deflect celebration 
away from Halloween towards the ‘light’ with alternatives. Here at Epsom Baptist Church, 
over the last decade or so, we have celebrated by blessing trick-and-treaters with soul 
cakes - see Pastor Jeff for the recipe - and tracts which stress freedom from fear through 
Christ’s victory at the cross. Why not talk to Pastor Jeff about using Halloween this year 
as an opportunity for outreach and witness about Jesus who saves us from the powers of 
darkness.

Shalom, Jeff


