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Leading: Anne Bartley 
Preaching: Jeff Whittaker 
Theme: Baptist distinctives 3: Membership…

The Wednesday evening 
Bible Study on October 
30th will be hosted by Anne 
Bartley.

Coming up this Thursday October 
31st: Halloween. Why not make the 
most of this opportunity to share 
your Christian faith? See my 
comment on the inside page. 

Advance notice: Our next Members’ 
Meeting will be held at the church, 

Wednesday December 11th at 
7:30pm.



November 2019 Sunday morning rosters…

Flowers: 4, 11 Dawn de Stigter, 18,25 Louissa Bao
Morning tea: Hugh & Gwenneth Macky
Communion preparation: Hugh & Gwenneth Macky
Door and Offering: Ian & Dawn de Stigter
Scripture reading & Communion: June McMillan
Offering counting: Ann Guan and Helen Evans
Lawns: Hak Jong Song

From Pastor Jeff 
If you were to ask someone what they think is the opposite of love, chances are 
they will reply ‘hate.’ This seems to be borne out by 1 John 4:20: Those who say, 
“I love God,” and hate their brothers or sisters, are liars… But this section of 1 
John suggests that the contrast is not so simple. 1 John 4: 18 states: There is no 
fear in love, but perfect love casts out fear… So could fear and hate be 
connected in some way? Trappist monk Thomas Merton thought so. He was a 
peace activist. Jim Forest, a friend with whom Merton corresponded regularly on 
the topics of war and peace, summarised Merton’s stance in a book entitled ‘The 
Root of War is Fear.’ Interestingly, another book written by Forest has the title 
‘Loving our Enemies: Reflections on the Hardest Commandment.’ If the way of 
love, the antidote to fear and hatred, is so difficult, how do we manage to live in 
the way that Jesus told us to? The answer is again in 1 John, and has to do with 
learning directly from God. 1 John 4: 19 tells us that We love because he first 
loved us. We should note that this is written in plural terms. I can, of course, take 
it as addressed to me as an individual. But I think there is something inherently 
communal about this. We get to practice loving first on one another. This need to 
work out love within the church is a reason that Baptists take membership so 
seriously. It recognises that our brothers and sisters may not be easy to get along 
with, that we will have to work on loving them. (Perhaps it reminds us that God had 
to work on loving us. And that God worked out God’s love for us precisely in the 
agony of the cross. As John 3:16 tells us, God gave us the Son because God 
loves us!)                                                                                               Shalom, Jeff



From	the	Bap,st	World	Alliance	

A Day of Prayer is coming!

 On November 16, we invite you to join 
thousands upon thousands of Baptist 

women all over the globe as we stand 
together in solidarity through prayer. This is 

when we really can make an impact in the 
world through our prayers for each other! 

Remuera	Bap*st	Lounge.		12	noon	-2p.m	
Offering	for	projects	around	the	world,	
especially	for	the	Caribbean.	


