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Leading: Jeff Whittaker 
Preaching: Jeff Whittaker 
Theme: Advent 1: The second coming of Christ in OT prophecy…

The last Wednesday 
evening Bible Study for 
2019 will be held on 
December 4th and will be 
hosted by Jeff & Margaret 
Whittaker.

Advance notice: Our next 
Members’ Meeting will be 

held at the church, 
Wednesday December 11th 

at 7:30pm.

Advent 1…



December 2019 Sunday morning rosters…

Flowers: 1, 8 Margaret Whittaker 15, 22 Helen Evans, 29 Ann Guan
Morning tea: Ian & Dawn de Stigter
Communion preparation: Ian & Dawn de Stigter
Door and Offering: Linda McBurney
Scripture reading & Communion: Helen Evans
Offering counting: Neroli Hollis and Alan Lau
Lawns: Jeff Whittaker

From Pastor Jeff 
There’s a piece of received wisdom: We become like that on which we rest 
our gaze. Negatively, we see this confirmed in the news week by week. The 
young man responsible for the March 15th mosque shootings in Christchurch 
had clearly spent a lot of time playing shoot-em-up video games on the net. 
Because of this, he was able to enter into a dissociated game-playing space, 
and ceased to see those he was shooting as real people. And then this last 
week, the young man who has been found guilty of murdering British 
backpacker Grace Millane had obviously spent a lot of time viewing violent 
pornography. So much so, that he too confused reality with fantasy. The 
result for Millane was deadly. Let’s recognise the principle at work: We 
become like that on which we rest our gaze. And so, as followers of Jesus 
Christ, we work at resting our gaze on Him. We do this through daily times of 
devotional reading and prayer. We rest our gaze on Christ as we gather for 
worship, as we sing together, as we pray together, and we reflect on God’s 
word together, and as we partake of the Lord in communion together. And, 
we also rest our gaze on Christ as we recognise the image of God in 
everyone we meet. This recognition calls us to work for their life, no matter 
how different from us they are. This latter type of ‘gazing’ can require hard 
work, but becomes a place of genuine encounter with our risen Lord. Let us 
then not rest our gaze on things of death, but on our Lord of life and 
blessing.                                                                                      Shalom, Jeff


