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Leading: Anne Bartley 
Preaching: Rev. Daniel Choi 
Theme: Christ’s return from Acts 1: 6 - 11

The Wednesday evening 
Bible Study will begin 
again on January 29th 
2020, with a meeting at 
the Whittaker’s.

May God bless you in the coming year. Like the year that we are 
about to leave behind, 2020 will be a year of opportunity, as well 
as constraints. Let’s negotiate all these things with the Holy Spirit’s 
guidance, trusting that God’s plans are to bless us ‘in Christ.’



January 2020 Sunday morning rosters…

Flowers: 5 Ann Guan, 12, 19, 27 Dawn de Stigter
Morning tea: Neroli and Murray Hollis
Communion preparation: Neroli and Murray Hollis
Door and Offering: Olwyn Halder
Scripture reading & Communion: Janet Buckley
Offering counting: Dawn de Stigter and Anne Bartley
Lawns: Ian de Stigter

From Pastor Jeff 

And so our year draws to a close. We can, of course, look back and decide if 
we lived the year fully and well, or if there was more ‘living’ we could have 
done. This will involve that we make some judgements. Over this season of 
Advent, we have been looking at Christ’s second advent (or coming), an 
event that is linked with the idea of judgment. The book of Revelation tells us 
that part of the judgment is to see if our names are written in the book of life. 
We normally interpret this as indicating whether we have made a profession 
of faith in Christ. That is, those who have put their faith in Christ to save 
them from their sins are saved, and thus in the book of life. I came across an 
interesting and different perspective on this back in November when reading 
about monk Thomas Merton. Merton wrote: Perhaps the book of life, in the 
end, is the book of what one has lived and if one has lived nothing, (s)he is 
not in the book of life. I think what Merton is saying is that life is to be lived, 
and lived well. He infers that it may be possible to have made a profession 
of faith, and yet betray that by ‘not living’ the life that the profession calls us 
to. Ahead of us lies a new year. It is as yet a largely blank canvas on which 
we can draw afresh. Let’s accept God’s invitation to live well in this coming 
year; to truly live in the power of the gospel. May 2020 be a blessed year for 
us all.

                 Shalom, Jeff


