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Leading: Anne Bartley 
Preaching: Willa Hui 
Theme: Preparing for the second coming of Jesus

The Wednesday evening 
Bible Study will begin again 
on January 29th, with a 
meeting at the Whittaker’s.

Advance notice: Our next 
Members’ Meeting will be 

held at the church, 
Wednesday March 11th at 

7:30pm.



January 2020 Sunday morning rosters…

Flowers: 5 Ann Guan, 12, 19, 27 Dawn de Stigter
Morning tea: Neroli and Murray Hollis
Communion preparation: Neroli and Murray Hollis
Door and Offering: Olwyn Halder
Scripture reading & Communion: Janet Buckley
Offering counting: Dawn de Stigter and Anne Bartley
Lawns: Ian de Stigter

From Pastor Jeff 

I was reading the letters in a copy of New Scientist some time ago. I came 
across this interesting one: From Ian Stewart, Sutton Coldfield, West Midlands, UK. 
Richard Dawkins tells Graham Lawton that he doesn’t comment on topics such as fake 
news and the promotion of gut feelings over facts, or issues relating to the environmental 
crisis, because none of these are in his area of expertise and his amateur opinion would 
be no more interesting than anyone else’s. I am familiar with Dawkins’s studies in zoology 
and his eminent career in evolutionary biology and ethnology, but I seem to have missed 
learning of the period in which he studied theology and religious history. You may be 
aware that Richard Dawkins is ‘famous’ in religious circles for writing a book 
entitled ‘The God Delusion.’ And so it appears that Dawkins has, by his own 
admission in the interview cited by the letter writer, admitted that his opinion 
on the existence or otherwise of God is only as interesting as your’s or 
indeed my own. Perhaps it is in fact less relevant, given that I have studied 
theology and religion for most of my life, and so my opinion should count for 
more. However, it’s not that we want to eliminate Dawkins and his ilk from 
discussions on God and religion. Want we want to challenge is the 
paternalistic attitude so prevalent in much of science that they alone have 
access to the ‘truth.’ Then again, we are liable to complicate things by saying 
that maybe truth is not captured in ‘facts’ so much as it is found in the person 
of Jesus Christ. 

Shalom, Jeff


