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Leading: June McMillan 
Preaching: Fred Brunell 
Theme: The second coming of Christ from Luke 21: 25 - 28

The Wednesday evening 
Bible Study will begin again 
on January 29th, with a 
meeting at the Whittaker’s.

Advance notice: Our next 
Members’ Meeting will be 

held at the church, 
Wednesday March 11th at 

7:30pm.



January 2020 Sunday morning rosters…

Flowers: 5 Ann Guan, 12, 19, 27 Dawn de Stigter
Morning tea: Neroli and Murray Hollis
Communion preparation: Neroli and Murray Hollis
Door and Offering: Olwyn Halder
Scripture reading & Communion: Janet Buckley
Offering counting: Dawn de Stigter and Anne Bartley
Lawns: (Until Mid-January) Ian de Stigter, then Jeff Whittaker

From Pastor Jeff 
When I was a new believer, our youth group often asked well-known Bible 
teachers to come and teach us. One of these was a well-known (in 
Christchurch circles) Anglican vicar: Roger Thompson. I well remember him 
doing a series called ‘loitering through Luke.’ He made reading scripture an 
experience. The life of Jesus took on greater colour; one could almost ‘taste’ 
being there. Roger was a godly man. If I remember rightly, he was an 
‘orange pip,’ one of the Anglicans (like Margaret’s parents) who had been 
discipled by Canon Orange. And so, in like manner, over the latter part of 
2019 I meandered my way through Paul’s letters to Timothy. In these letters, 
we find that Timothy has given up his preaching and teaching because of the 
dazzling ministry of some others. Part of the problem was that although 
Timothy was a genuine believer, he seemingly had only modest gifting in the 
area of his calling as a preacher. The others, the dazzling and gifted 
preachers, seem to have been in it for the money, for status, for advantage, 
and had managed to silence Timothy. Paul advised Timothy not to dispute 
with them over words. Instead, Paul exhorted Timothy - and, I would say, 
exhorts us - to genuine lived experience of the Christian faith which avoids 
disputatious argument. Further, Paul encouraged Timothy not to neglect his 
calling and gifts. We too can heed Paul’s advice. We too can live our 
Christian lives to the full, avoiding needless controversies which just waste 
time.          Shalom, Jeff


