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Epsom Baptist Church, 4 Inverary Avenue, Epsom, AUCKLAND 1023
Phone: (09) 630-6010       epsombaptist@gmail.com
Saturday Evening and Sunday Morning Chinese Congregations:   

Pastor Daniel Choi
Sunday Morning English Congregation: Pastor Jeff Whittaker
epsombaptistchurch.org.nz     Check out Epsom Baptist Church on Facebook
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Leading: Grant Illingworth 
Preaching: Dale Campbell (TEAR Fund) 
Theme: Luke 10: 25 - 37: Christ-shaped charity

The Wednesday evening 
Bible Study will begin again 
on January 29th, with a 
meeting at the Whittaker’s.

Advance notice: Our 
next Members’ Meeting 

will be held at the 
church, Wednesday 

March 11th at 7:30pm.



January 2020 Sunday morning rosters…

Flowers: 5 Ann Guan, 12, 19, 27 Dawn de Stigter
Morning tea: Neroli and Murray Hollis
Communion preparation: Neroli and Murray Hollis
Door and Offering: Olwyn Halder
Scripture reading & Communion: Janet Buckley
Offering counting: Dawn de Stigter and Anne Bartley
Lawns: (Until Mid-January) Ian de Stigter, then Jeff Whittaker

From Pastor Jeff 

One afternoon, while on holiday in North Canterbury recently, the light took on a 
sepia tone. We were able to look directly at the sun, which was like an orange 
disk. Several days later, I understand that here in Auckland a similar thing 
occurred but with the smell of smoke as well. The night Margaret and I flew back 
into Auckland (last Sunday) the moon as seen from the plane was orange (a 
‘blood moon’). What we were all seeing was the effect of smoke from the 
devastating fires in Australia. The fires are considered to be a consequence of 
global warming, this in turn being attributed to human-induced climate change.
[The ‘blood moon’ of course brings to mind apocalyptic passages from the Bible 
(see Acts 2: 22). However, ‘blood moon apocalypticism’ is a different thing than the 
effects of bush fires, and based on eclipses. Check it out on the internet.] All 
around the world we are seeing extreme weather events occurring, with 
subsequent catastrophes which have dire consequences for people and other 
creatures. This will affect us, either directly or indirectly. In December I mentioned 
an Australian Professor of Biology who noted that what we are experiencing is 
very similar to major upheavals that occurred around 3,000 years ago. At that 
time, movements of refugees fleeing from places of drought and famine 
overwhelmed stable city states. So how will we respond? Will we be able, if we too 
get caught up in tragedy, to respond in the manner described in Habakkuk 3: 17 - 
19; to rejoice in the Lord?

        Shalom, Jeff





Parking near the church…
Brian Sajch (Saturday Night Congregation) has advised me that Auckland 
Transport are going to be monitoring 1 and 2 hour parking areas in 
Remuera, Parnell, and Epsom by car-with-camera. This automated system 
means that the days of foot patrols by a parking warden are over. I 
understand from Brian that the system will be implemented particularly 
around mid-day. And I assume that weekends are not affected. Please 
advise those using our church hall of these new restrictions.

Pastor Jeff…


