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Epsom Baptist Church, 4 Inverary Avenue, Epsom, AUCKLAND 1023
Phone: (09) 630-6010       epsombaptist@gmail.com
Saturday Evening and Sunday Morning Chinese Congregations:   

Pastor Daniel Choi
Sunday Morning English Congregation: Pastor Jeff Whittaker
epsombaptistchurch.org.nz     Check out Epsom Baptist Church on Facebook
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Leading: Jeff Whittaker 
Preaching: Jeff Whittaker 
Theme: Luke 13: 1 - 8       Living into the true story…

The Wednesday evening 
Bible Study will begin again 
on January 29th, with a 
meeting at the Whittaker’s.

Advance notice: Our 
next Members’ Meeting 

will be held at the 
church, Wednesday 

March 11th at 7:30pm.



February 2020 Sunday morning rosters…

Flowers: 2 Dawn de Stigter, 9, 16 Louissa Bao, 23 Margaret Whittaker
Morning tea: Belsy Balajisingh and helpers
Communion preparation: Belsy Balajisingh and helpers
Door and Offering: Helen Evans
Scripture reading & Communion: June McMillan
Offering counting: Helen Evans and Ann Guan
Lawns: Murray Hollis

From Pastor Jeff 
This last week I was told a story; a story about a truly remarkable answer to prayer. The 
initial prayer was fervent in its desperation. It drew in others who know the pray-er, and 
these ones were able to confirm that the outcome was indeed an answer to prayer. The 
outcome! I can only describe it as a fierce mercy from God. The outcome was not what 
the person praying expected or wanted, but through the ensuing grief have been able to 
see that God acted very specifically. Now, this all presupposes that the events have been 
viewed through the lenses of faith. The events could easily be written off for various 
reasons. They could be dismissed as coincidental, or bad luck. Or, people who think that 
God is constrained to only act in benign ways might assert that it wasn’t God at work, or 
that a God who acted in such ways is too terrifying to consider. That there are different 
ways of viewing the same situation reminds us that we live within a storied universe. That 
is, the story we create around the way the world works colours how we interpret things 
that happen. As Christians, we live with a world where God loves us and answers prayer. 
Others, those who choose not to believe in God or the supernatural, come up with 
different explanations that fit their world view. The default world view of our culture has a 
place for a god of civil religion. But this ‘god’ an inoffensive deity who never rocks the 
boat, who is supposedly ‘love’ as long as love means whatever gives people warm 
feelings. We have to work hard against this default view to maintain our Christian world 
view. If we become lax, we slip back too easily into the default view. To remind ourselves 
of our distinctive Christian world view we need to gather together regularly. We do this 
with Sunday worship, and mid-week Bible study groups. We also remind ourselves of our 
Christian world view when we take time for regular devotional practices. May God bless 
us as we live within God’s story.                                  

    Shalom, Jeff


