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Leading: Jeff Whittaker 
Preaching: Jeff Whittaker 
Theme: 1 Thessalonians 5: 15 - 22    The gratitude filled life…

The Wednesday evening 
Bible Study for February 5th 
will be hosted by Helen 
Evans.

Advance notice: Our 
next Members’ Meeting 

will be held at the 
church, Wednesday 

March 11th at 7:30pm.
In anticipation…



February 2020 Sunday morning rosters…

Flowers: 2 Dawn de Stigter, 9, 16 Louissa Bao, 23 Margaret Whittaker
Morning tea: Belsy Balajisingh and helpers
Communion preparation: Belsy Balajisingh and helpers
Door and Offering: Helen Evans
Scripture reading & Communion: June McMillan
Offering counting: Helen Evans and Ann Guan
Lawns: Murray Hollis

From Pastor Jeff 

This last week I was told a fascinating story. It was like a twist on the parable of 
the great dinner from Luke 14. Anyway, the action happened on Christmas Day. A 
particular lady, already hosting family to Christmas lunch, looked at the amount of 
food prepared and exclaimed that there was too much for those assembled. She 
excused herself, saying she would be back soon. She went to a local bus-stop, 
and invited the five random people there back to her house for Christmas lunch. 
The five were made up of a father and son at a loose end, two young men - 
flatmates - heading for the centre of the city because they had nothing else to do, 
and a young woman who had just had an argument with her parents. They all 
accepted the invitation. And even with the five extra guests, there was enough 
food for everyone. The guests stayed into the afternoon because they were all 
having a good time. Late afternoon, the young woman was taken home where a 
reconciliation with her parents was effected. The young men returned to their flat 
with some gratefully received surplus food to keep them going the next day. This 
story was shared with me because the story-teller knew I would appreciate it and 
make the gospel connection. Further than that, though, it has reminded me again 
of the importance of hospitality in the gospels. Shared meals feature prominently 
in the gospels. The young church was encouraged to share hospitality. Hospitality 
has long been recognised as a way of sharing the good news of Jesus. May I 
encourage us to be even more hospitable than we already are.

           Shalom, Jeff


