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Leading: Jeff Whittaker 
Preaching: Jeff Whittaker 
Theme: Luke 23: 32 - 37      Transforming judgment through mercy…

The Wednesday evening 
Bible Study for February 
12th will be hosted by June 
McMillan.

Advance notice: Our 
next Members’ Meeting 

will be held at the 
church, Wednesday 

March 11th at 7:30pm.
An eerie street scene from Wuhan, China, 
reminding us to take the coronavirus outbreak 
seriously.



February 2020 Sunday morning rosters…

Flowers: 2 Dawn de Stigter, 9, 16 Louissa Bao, 23 Margaret Whittaker
Morning tea: Belsy Balajisingh and helpers
Communion preparation: Belsy Balajisingh and helpers
Door and Offering: Helen Evans
Scripture reading & Communion: June McMillan
Offering counting: Helen Evans and Ann Guan
Lawns: Murray Hollis

From Pastor Jeff 

The planet we live on is amazing. It’s perfectly set up to allow human life. That so 
many things like distance from the sun, the gravity ‘constant,’ and the temperature 
at which water freezes have the values they do means that human life is possible. 
This is called the anthropic principle, which can be defined as: The cosmological 
principle that theories of the universe are constrained by the necessity to allow 
human existence. Of course, viewing things this way is very anthropocentric; it 
considers human beings to be of most importance in our universe. And it needs to 
be challenged, because we share the planet with vast numbers of other 
‘creatures,’ beings created by God to thrive here as well. This insight was 
celebrated by St Francis of Assisi. Francis recognised that not only were other 
living beings brothers and sisters, but so are things like the sun, moon and wind. 
In one famous story, Francis tamed ‘the wolf of Gubbio.’ But we should remember 
that Jesus also did remarkable things with ‘creatures.’ When Jesus calmed the 
storm, was he simply commanding inert nature into obedience to his will? Or was 
he talking to a creature which recognised in Jesus its creator and sustainer? The 
difference is important, because ‘in Christ’ we receive authority to act as he did. 
And relating to fellow creatures is certainly different to speaking to dead matter. 
Could Jesus have commanded the mountain to be cast into the sea? I believe so. 
Could we? Jesus said as much! And so, let’s not only pray for the health of the 
planet, but let’s believe that our prayers of faith will be effective.

   Shalom, Jeff




