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Leading: Anne Bartley 
Preaching: Jeff Whittaker 
Theme: Acts 16: 16 - 34      Finding God at work in unlikely places…

The Wednesday evening 
Bible Study for February 
26th will be hosted by.Olwyn 
Halder

Advance notice: Our 
next Members’ Meeting 

will be held at the 
church, Wednesday 

March 11th at 7:30pm.
This coming Wednesday, February 26th 2020; 
the beginning of Lent.



March 2020 Sunday morning rosters…

Flowers: 1, 8 Ann Guan, 15 Margaret Whittaker, 22, 29 Helen Evans
Morning tea: 1 Helen and Olwyn, 8 - 29 Luanne Chui & Alan Lau
Communion preparation: Helen and Olwyn
Door and Offering: June McMillan
Scripture reading & Communion: Linda McBurney
Offering counting: Neroli Hollis and Brian Jones
Lawns: Jeff Whittaker

From Pastor Jeff 
In conversation with a friend this last week, he mentioned a quote from 
Shakespeare. I googled it, and found it comes from the mouth of Hamlet, the 
principle character in the play Hamlet. The quote is: There are more things in 
heaven and Earth, Horatio, / Than are dreamt of in your philosophy [science]. It’s a 
statement that suggests that human knowledge is finite, and maybe always will be 
limited in terms of what there is know in the universe. Interestingly, the same idea 
is presented in a book I have been wading through: Meir Sternberg’s The poetics 
of biblical narrative. Sternberg, an Israeli Bible scholar, notes that Old Testament 
narrative repeatedly emphasises that human knowledge is limited. Sometimes this 
is stated directly. Sometimes it is inferred in surprising ways. For example, after 
claiming that he is a seer, Samuel fails to ‘see’ that David is the son of Jesse being 
set apart for the kingship of Israel. We, the readers of the biblical text, can miss 
this because the narrator - who seems to be omniscient (all-knowing)- lets us into 
what is really happening even when the participants remain in the dark. From a 
Christian perspective, we are inclined to imagine that Jesus is omniscient because 
a member of the Trinity. But keep in mind that when asked by his disciples for the 
time that God would restore the kingdom to Israel, Jesus said he didn’t know; that 
the heavenly Father alone knows this. So, by all means let us be students and 
keep learning. However, let us keep in mind that we will never be anything but 
students. Even all the accumulated learning and wisdom of humanity will be partial 
and provisional. God alone is omniscient.

   Shalom, Jeff



Epsom Baptist Church
March 6th, 2020

10 am, followed by a 
bring-and share lunch


