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Epsom Baptist Church, 4 Inverary Avenue, Epsom, AUCKLAND 1023
Phone: (09) 630-6010       epsombaptist@gmail.com
Saturday Evening and Sunday Morning Chinese Congregations:   

Pastor Daniel Choi
Sunday Morning English Congregation: Pastor Jeff Whittaker
epsombaptistchurch.org.nz     Check out Epsom Baptist Church on Facebook
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Leading: Jeff Whittaker 
Preaching: Jeff Whittaker 
Theme: John 10: 1 - 10     I am the gate for the sheep…

There will be no 
Wednesday evening Bible 
Study for March 11th due to 
the Members’ Meeting.

Advance notice: Our 
next Members’ Meeting 

will be held at the 
church, this coming 

Wednesday March 11th 
at 7:30pm.

Second Sunday in Lent… 



March 2020 Sunday morning rosters…

Flowers: 1, 8 Ann Guan, 15 Margaret Whittaker, 22, 29 Helen Evans
Morning tea: 1 Helen and Olwyn, 8 - 29 Luanne Chui & Alan Lau
Communion preparation: Helen and Olwyn
Door and Offering: June McMillan
Scripture reading & Communion: Linda McBurney
Offering counting: Neroli Hollis and Brian Jones
Lawns: Jeff Whittaker

From Pastor Jeff 

Recently, while eating breakfast, I was browsing a copy of The Central 
Leader (Thursday, February 20th). On page 8, I found the article that I’ve re-
printed on the newsletter insert. I became angry as I read it. It details another 
form of fake news. The ‘fake news’ being described is when businesses 
supposedly inform you that others are buying their goods, and so you should 
too. Hotels and airlines can be even more manipulative. They will inform you 
that there are only a few of what you want left, and that they’re selling fast. 
The implicit message is: Buy right now or you’ll miss out. It’s not surprising, 
then, that I have read of cases where companies have been convicted in 
court of lying in this process. Now, I know that received wisdom advises us 
caveat emptor; let the buyer beware. That’s all well and good. But the terms 
of trade become incredibly difficult if you cannot trust sellers because you 
suspect they are manipulating you. Now, I think this relates to us in more 
than the commercial sphere. As those whom Paul describes as having a 
ministry of reconciliation, we must beware of using manipulative tactics. We 
know that those manipulated into the kingdom of God don’t last long, and 
often deeply resent having been manipulated. Instead, our approach should 
be open and transparent: Taste and see that the Lord is good.

Shalom, Jeff




