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Epsom Baptist Church, 4 Inverary Avenue, Epsom, AUCKLAND 1023
Phone: (09) 630-6010       epsombaptist@gmail.com
Saturday Evening and Sunday Morning Chinese Congregations:   

Pastor Daniel Choi
Sunday Morning English Congregation: Pastor Jeff Whittaker
epsombaptistchurch.org.nz     Check out Epsom Baptist Church on Facebook
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Leading: Jeff Whittaker 
Preaching: Grant Illingworth 
Theme: I am the bread of life…

The Wednesday evening 
Bible Study for March 25th 
will be hosted by Jeff and 
Margaret Whittaker.

Fourth Sunday in Lent… 

Extra parking Some 
time ago Pastor Daniel 
and I approached Obex 
Medical, around the 
corner at 303 Manukau 
Rd, about extra parking. 
They are happy for us to 
use their parking on the 
weekend. See daniel or 
me for a card to display in 
your vehicle if you close 
to park there.
Pastor Jeff



March 2020 Sunday morning rosters…

Flowers: 1, 8 Dawn de Stigter, 15 Margaret Whittaker, 22, 29 Helen Evans
Morning tea: 1 Helen and Olwyn, 8 - 29 Luanne Chui & Alan Lau
Communion preparation: Helen and Olwyn
Door and Offering: June McMillan
Scripture reading & Communion: Linda McBurney
Offering counting: Neroli Hollis and Brian Jones
Lawns: Jeff Whittaker

From Pastor Jeff 
When leaders are discovered to have feet of clay, many express their 
disappointment and disillusionment. But the fallout goes farther. As a consequence 
of a leader’s sin, some will abandon the cause. This behaviour is not limited to 
Christianity; it’s true of all movements. This last week I was talking with a friend. 
There has been news about a prominent Christian leader who - after his death - 
has been found out over serial sexual abuse of women. As my friend and I 
discussed this, he said that, in his opinion, this kind of abusive behaviour by 
leaders arises from a sense of entitlement. Somehow leaders consider themselves 
above the rules; that they are entitled to more than ordinary people. And the ‘more’ 
these predatory leaders take has long been recognised to coalesce around issues 
of power, money, or sex. As I have reflected on this, I have come to think that we 
are all vulnerable to erring in this direction - the direction of entitlement - because 
we are constantly bombarded with this message. If you watch any television, you 
will be able to name at least some advertisements that finish with the line: ‘You 
deserve it.’ Deserve! Do we deserve anything or everything we want? Is this 
indeed our ‘entitlement’? Are we entitled to perpetual youth? Do we deserve the 
latest car? I think such advertising exploits a character weakness that runs through 
all of us, a weakness that is exposed by the cross of Jesus. None of us deserve 
the life that Christ gifts us from his victory over death at the cross. It’s a gift, not an 
entitlement. And the Bible reminds us that every good and perfect gifts comes from 
the Father above. Let’s be thankful for the goodness that comes in our direction. 
We don’t deserve it!                                                                                Shalom, Jeff



On Thursday, Epsom Baptist Church hosted representatives from the Albert-Eden 
Community Board (on the right of the picture). To my left is Susan Kwan, who heads up 
the Epsom Chinese Association, and who invited Daniel and I to the public meeting. The 
purpose of the meeting? To encourage those of us living in the Albert-Eden Ward to 
make submissions to the 2020 3-year Albert-Eden Ward plan. Submissions can be made 
on issues like parks and community events. And they are needed soon. If you would like 
to make a submission, either do it on-line or see Pastor Jeff for a form.



Turn the lights off 
when you leave a 
room.

Working Bee - Saturday March 28, from 9 am
• Tidy out some of the cupboards in the storage room off the far-end of the 

Church Hall.
• Tidy up the rubbish from the back lawn of Trinity House Student Hostel.


