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Leading: Jeff Whittaker 
Preaching: Jeff Whittaker 
Theme: I am the vine…

Services will be on-line until 
further notice. Contact me via 
the church email if you would 
like to participate, and you will 
be included in the general email 
on Sunday mornings that 
contains the necessary link.

Lock down
I trust that everyone is coping 
with the restrictions due to the 
current lock-down situation. If 
you find that you are going a 
little bit stir-crazy, email, text 
or call me.

May God’s blessing be with 
us all at this time.

Pastor Jeff



April 2020 Sunday morning rosters…

Flowers:
Morning tea:
Communion preparation:
Door and Offering:
Scripture reading & Communion: Ida Balajisingh
Offering counting:
Lawns:

From Pastor Jeff 
While doing my devotional reading this morning, I learned a new word: apotropaic. 
My reading was from Exodus 12: 43 - 49 and a commentator - Robert Alter - was 
talking about the link between the blood of circumcision, the blood on the lintels, 
the ‘bridegroom of blood’ from earlier in Exodus, and Israel escaping from a 
potential blood bath in Egypt. Alter noted that blood is apotropaic. Interesting, I 
thought. A new word that I don’t know. So I looked up the meaning on Google. 
Apotropaic is an adjective, and describes something as supposedly having the 
power to avert evil influences or bad luck. As I reflected on this, I thought that the 
blood of Christ shed at the cross for us is apotropaic. It has the power to deflect 
evil influences; to protect us from things that others may consider ‘bad luck.’ But 
then, I thought, maybe we can describe the Holy Spirit as having an apotropaic 
influence in our lives. The Holy Spirit certainly has the power to protect us, to ward 
us from evil. But then I started reflecting on the Covid-19 virus. Is it inherently evil? 
No: It’s just a virus, a biological entity. Is it bad luck that some people succumb to 
this virus while others don’t? No. Scientists are, even now, uncovering the vectors 
for transmission. Will Jesus protect us from the Covid-19 virus, as some churches 
are claiming by faith? I don’t believe that faith gives automatic immunity. It may 
strengthen your immune system, and make you less susceptible. Human 
foolishness may make us all vulnerable, as people engage in risky behaviour that 
exposes us all. Freedom from sin and death requires the apotropaic qualities of 
Jesus’ victory at the cross. Freedom from Covid-19 requires we use (un)common 
sense and eliminate the possibility of the virus transmitting itself.        Shalom, Jeff



Don’t keep the tap 
running while you 
clean your teeth

Daylight saving ends this 
Sunday, April 5th, at 3am. 
Put your clock back by an 
hour. That is, you get 
another hour of sleep this 
Sunday morning.


