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Leading: Jeff Whittaker 
Preaching: Jeff Whittaker 
Theme: 1 Timothy 2: 1 - 7…

Services will be on-line until further 
notice. Contact me via the church 
email if you would like to participate, 
and you will be included in the 
general email on Sunday mornings 
that contains the necessary link.

One mediator 
between God and 
Humanity, Christ 

Jesus 

(1 Timothy 2: 5a)

Zoom Prayer Meeting 
this evening 7 pm. If you would like to 

participate, let Pastor Jeff know and he 
will email you the necessary link.



Care with joining Zoom meetings:
Marion has alerted me to an aspect of joining Zoom meetings that needs 
care. Make sure that you click on the link to join the meeting. If you only 
want to listen in, do not select one of the US telephone numbers, or you will 
be invoiced around NZ$50 per hour. There is an option whereby you can 
select for a local New Zealand number to be used. To avoid toll charges, use 
this option. 

From Pastor Jeff 
Our passage this Sunday exhorts the Ephesian believers to pray for political 
leaders so that they can lead quiet, peaceable, godly lives. To take this 
exhortation and apply it to ourselves can be challenging. It’s OK when your 
politicians work hard for the people, make sense, and are not corrupt. But 
what if they are corrupt, or talk nonsense, or are just prize chumps? The 
temptation is always to join in the chorus of derision, showing that we’re 
smart and could do a better job if only we had been elected or appointed. 
But few of us have been elected. Few of us occupy such positions of 
responsibility. And it’s easy to lampoon others from the margins, where we 
have little ‘skin in the game.’ Praying makes us commit. It makes us put ‘skin 
in the game.’ It makes us able to exercise some influence. I’m convinced that 
we are to bless those who need more for their leadership - more gifts, more 
integrity, more intelligence, more concern - with the very things they lack. 
Let’s not be the reason that our leaders fall short of the challenges of our day 
because we helped pull them down. Instead, let’s imagine that our 
encouragement from the sidelines enables others to rise to the challenges, 
to speak out for persecuted believers around the world, to advocate for the 
poor and disenfranchised, to work for solutions to adverse climate change.
This is right and acceptable in the sight of God our Saviour.       

Shalom, Jeff


