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Leading: Margaret Whittaker 
Preaching: Jeff Whittaker 
Theme: 1 Timothy 2:8 - 15…

Services will be on-line until further 
notice. Contact me via the church 
email if you would like to participate, 
and you will be included in the 
general email on Sunday mornings 
that contains the necessary link.

AGM 2020
See the additional page for 

important information about our 
Annual General Meeting.



Deacons’ Meeting feedback
This last Tuesday evening we held our monthly Deacons’ Meeting. One of the items for 
discussion was a request from the Chinese part of the church that the start time for the 
English service be changed to 9:30 am. This would enable the Chinese service to start at 
11 am, with the result that more people will be able to stay afterwards for fellowship. The 
English service deacons didn’t see any problem in such a half-hour time adjustment. And 
I noted that 9:30 am used to be a common time for church services. I said to the meeting 
that I would communicate the issue to those who attend the English service so that we 
can talk about it. Let me know what you think. (Of course, it’s not an issue now. But 
Pastor Daniel is thinking ahead to when we are able to gather together again in the 
church buildings.)                                                                                  Shalom, Pastor Jeff

From Pastor Jeff 
It’s Wednesday, and during our earlier online ESOL Bible Study Pastor Daniel told us 
about a publishing house that he has heard about that is publishing altered NIV Bibles. 
Daniel told us that the original NIV text is being altered by taking out controversial 
passages on such topics as homosexuality. Today, we are looking at a passage of 
scripture that many contemporary Christians wish wasn’t in the Bible: The section from 1 
Timothy 2 that talks about women needing to be silent in church gatherings. How 
convenient it would be to be able to magic away this unpopular text. But it’s there. And it, 
and other difficult - for us Western Christians at least - passages compel us to wrestle 
with issues that challenge our modern sensibilities. These passages remind us that the 
Bible was written long ago in a number of very different contexts. And we need to 
understand, as well as we are able, these contexts. Only then can we apply scripture to 
our own context. Further, Christians in different cultures - in fact often within the same 
culture - can and do read scripture differently. (American Mennonite Willard Swartley has 
written an excellent book that explores this variability in reading. It’s entitled ‘Slavery, 
Sabbath, War and Women.’) Let’s keep in mind as well the truth that creator of the Narnia 
books CS Lewis used to comment on: That many of the things regarded as obvious truths 
by one generation are abandoned as passé by the next. Christians of every age have 
been pressured by the wider culture to edit the gospel message to make it less offensive. 
If we do so, we will create a gospel that will be discarded in a short time as irrelevant. So, 
here we are today looking at a difficult, even controversial, text. Let’s relate to each other 
with grace and love if we disagree with where the passage takes us or with how I deal 
with it.

     Shalom, Jeff



AGM 2020
Date and location:
The date for our Annual General Meeting (AGM) is Wednesday, June 24th. The meeting 
will be held at the church. This is anticipating, of course, that by then we will be at 
Covid-19 level 1 and able to assemble in groups of up to whatever (with appropriate 
precautions), or that no levels exist (which we judge to be unlikely).

AGM Reports
The AGM Report, minus the financial report which is being worked on at the moment, 
has been finished. Rather than print our numerous copies as we have done in the past, 
we decided at last Tuesday’s Deacons’ Meeting that we will email the report to everyone 
unless they specifically request a paper copy. So, unless you indicate otherwise, I will 
assume that are happy to receive an electronic copy. (An exception will be made for 
those who don’t have internet or cellphones.)

Appointments
As is usually done at our AGM, we appoint people to various roles. The main ones are:

• Church Treasurer: Michelle Dong is happy to continue in this role
• Church Secretary: Margaret Whittaker has indicated that she no longer wishes to be 

Church Secretary. Please pray about who may wish to take up this role in her place.
• Church Deacons: Ian de Stigter (representing the English Congregation) has 

indicated that he wishes to retire from this position after many years of generous 
service. We need to find a replacement for him. Of the other deacons, Anne Bartley 
(English Congregation), Kristy Choi, Willa Hui and Stanley Tang (Chinese 
Congregations) have all come to the end of their two year terms and need to be 
nominated anew. 

I have nomination forms available. I can email the form to you. Alternatively, one (or 
more) can be dropped in your letter box. Let me know if you would like to be part of 
nominating one of the above for the various roles. Each of the above persons requiring 
nomination must also sign the form, in addition to the nominator and seconder. Hopefully 
this can all be done via email and with scanning. If not, call Pastor Daniel or myself and 
we can talk about how to get the process done.

Shalom, Pastor Jeff


