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Epsom Baptist Church, 4 Inverary Avenue, Epsom, AUCKLAND 1023
Phone: (09) 630-6010       epsombaptist@gmail.com
Saturday Evening and Sunday Morning Chinese Congregations:   

Pastor Daniel Choi
Sunday Morning English Congregation: Pastor Jeff Whittaker
epsombaptistchurch.org.nz     Check out Epsom Baptist Church on Facebook

Th
e 

N
ex

t D
ea

co
ns

’ M
ee

tin
g 

w
ill 

be
 h

el
d 

on
  

Tu
es

da
y 

16
th
 J

un
e 

20
20

 a
t E

ps
om

 B
ap

tis
t C

hu
rc

h.

Leading: Jeff Whittaker 
Preaching: Grant Illingworth 
Theme: 1 Timothy 3:1 - 13…

Services are recommencing this 
Sunday at the church, but from 9:30 
am. We will also keep the online 
Zoom service operating, so that you 
can choose to participate from home 
if that feels safer.

AGM 2020
See the additional page for 

important information about our 
Annual General Meeting.

9:30 start 
this Sunday



Deacons’ Meeting feedback
This last Tuesday evening we held our monthly Deacons’ Meeting. One of the items for 
discussion was a request from the Chinese part of the church that the start time for the 
English service be changed to 9:30 am. This would enable the Chinese service to start at 
11 am, with the result that more people will be able to stay afterwards for fellowship. The 
English service deacons didn’t see any problem in such a half-hour time adjustment. And 
I noted that 9:30 am used to be a common time for church services. I said to the meeting 
that I would communicate the issue to those who attend the English service so that we 
can talk about it. Let me know what you think.                                     Shalom, Pastor Jeff

From Pastor Jeff 
With the government’s easing of restrictions on the size of groups that can gather 
together, we are starting church services again. I decided we could start the English 
service from this Sunday. The Chinese services will start next Sunday, I believe. Now, 
there are some things to be aware of. As explained on the sheet included with this 
newsletter, we need to keep a record of everyone who attends.We will do this in two 
ways. First, I have obtained a QR code from the site tracing.co.nz. This was one of the 
tracing providers recommended by Winston Hema, the Baptist Union’s National 
Administrator. (I found I couldn’t get a QR code from the government tracing app, 
because this appears to require than one’s entity is registered with the government as a 
business, which the church is not.) Anyway, the QR code that I have obtained for Epsom 
Baptist Church enables anyone with a smart-phone to register that they are here, and 
then checkout as they leave. For those who don’t have a smart phone, we have an 
attendance sheet that must be filled in. Further, we will be noting where everyone sits (or 
stands). Please observe the requirement for at least 1m separation from those with whom 
you have not been sharing a bubble. As the information sheet indicates, don’t come if you 
are not feeling well. And at this stage, I’ve decided that we won’t have morning tea 
because the church lounge is a much smaller space than the church’s worship space and 
separation will be that much more difficult. We will be cleaning before and after the 
service, especially the back of pews. All words will be projected, meaning that hymn 
books and pew Bibles will not need to be handled. Some people have already told me 
that they won’t be able to join us this Sunday. That’s fine, because we will live stream the 
service in any case. We live in strange times. However, it’s wonderful to belong to a 
community that cares for the wellbeing of one another and indeed the wider community.

Shalom, Jeff

http://tracing.co.nz
http://tracing.co.nz


AGM 2020
Date and location:
The date for our Annual General Meeting (AGM) is Wednesday, June 24th. The meeting 
will be held at the church. This is anticipating, of course, that by then we will be at 
Covid-19 level 1 and able to assemble in groups of up to whatever (with appropriate 
precautions), or that no levels exist (which we judge to be unlikely).

AGM Reports
The AGM Report, minus the financial report which is being worked on at the moment, 
has been finished. Rather than print our numerous copies as we have done in the past, 
we decided at last Tuesday’s Deacons’ Meeting that we will email the report to everyone 
unless they specifically request a paper copy. So, unless you indicate otherwise, I will 
assume that are happy to receive an electronic copy. (An exception will be made for 
those who don’t have internet or cellphones.)

Appointments
As is usually done at our AGM, we appoint people to various roles. The main ones are:

• Church Treasurer: Michelle Dong is happy to continue in this role
• Church Secretary: Margaret Whittaker has indicated that she no longer wishes to be 

Church Secretary. Please pray about who may wish to take up this role in her place.
• Church Deacons: Ian de Stigter (representing the English Congregation) has 

indicated that he wishes to retire from this position after many years of generous 
service. We need to find a replacement for him. Of the other deacons, Anne Bartley 
(English Congregation), Kristy Choi, Willa Hui and Stanley Tang (Chinese 
Congregations) have all come to the end of their two year terms and need to be 
nominated anew. 

I have nomination forms available. I can email the form to you. Alternatively, one (or 
more) can be dropped in your letter box. Let me know if you would like to be part of 
nominating one of the above for the various roles. Each of the above persons requiring 
nomination must also sign the form, in addition to the nominator and seconder. Hopefully 
this can all be done via email and with scanning. If not, call Pastor Daniel or myself and 
we can talk about how to get the process done.

Shalom, Pastor Jeff



27 May 2020

Guidelines for Religious Gatherings

We can now have gatherings of up to 100 people, but we have to do so safely because 
COVID-19 is still out there.

The guidelines below have been developed to help keep communities safe.

From 12 noon Friday 29 May, gatherings can be held with up to 100 people.

General
 > All gatherings can have up to 100 people, whether the gathering is indoors or outdoors. This excludes people 

leading or working at the gathering.

 > The organisers should ensure the limit on attendees is met.

 > Consider asking people to join from home through technology such as livestreams.

 > If more than one separate area is used (for example, a building and a separate marquee), each area can have 
a!maximum of 100 people. The people in each area cannot have contact with each other. That means each area 
must have its own entrance(s) and exit(s), bathrooms, kitchens etc.

 > People leading and working at the gathering should stay 1 metre away from attendees, where practicable.

Hygiene and safety
 > People should not attend if they are sick to keep the community safe.

 > Clean all surfaces before and after the gathering with disinfectant.

 > Have plenty of places for people to wash hands with soap and water.

 > You can have refreshments after the service, but people should not share drinks, cups, plates, cutlery or 
other!items.

 > If personal protective equipment, such as masks or gloves, was not needed before COVID-19, it isn’t needed 
now!unless you’ve been given o"cial health advice.

Keeping records
 > Keep a list of the contact information of everyone who attends. If possible this should include who sat (or stood) 

where. This is needed in case someone becomes unwell and contact tracing is required. 

There is information and resources about how to do this on the COVID-19 Website.
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