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Epsom Baptist Church, 4 Inverary Avenue, Epsom, AUCKLAND 1023
Phone: (09) 630-6010       epsombaptist@gmail.com
Saturday Evening and Sunday Morning Chinese Congregations:   

Pastor Daniel Choi
Sunday Morning English Congregation: Pastor Jeff Whittaker
epsombaptistchurch.org.nz     Check out Epsom Baptist Church on Facebook
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Leading: Jeff Whittaker 
Preaching: Jeff Whittaker 
Theme: 1 Timothy 5: 17 - 25     Working with elders…

The Wednesday 
night Bible Study 
for Wednesday 

August 5th will be 
hosted by Jeff & 

Margaret 
Whittaker.

9:30 am 
start…

Referendums
(And, yes, that is an acceptable plural for 
referendum.) Anyway, at the coming 
General Election we will be asked to 
vote on two referendums. One deals 
with the End of Life Choice Bill, the 
other with cannabis legalisation. St 
Andrews Anglican Church (in St 
Andrews Road, Epsom) has organised a 
couple of evenings in which these 
issues will be explored by people with 
different stances. The Vicar of St 
Andrews, Sarah Stevens-Cross, has 
extended an invitation to us here at 
Epsom Baptist 
to join them for 
the meetings. 
The advertising 
f o r t h e t w o 
e v e n t s i s 
included with 
this newsletter.



August 2020 Sunday morning rosters…

Flowers: 2 Dawn de Stigter, 9, 16 Louissa Bao, 23, 30 Margaret Whittaker
Morning tea: Belsy, Ida and Freida Balajisingh
Communion preparation: Belsy, Ida and Freida Balajisingh
Door and Offering: June McMillan
Scripture reading & Communion: Linda McBurney
Offering counting: Helen Evans and Ann Guan
Lawns: Murray Hollis

From Pastor Jeff 
It’s common for people to quote that ‘God is love.’ And this is true, as the 
letter of 1 John tells us. The interesting thing that then happens is that 
different people have very different interpretations of what love actually is. 
For many of our contemporaries, love means permissiveness; that a loving 
‘person’ would never question one’s behaviour. For others, a ‘loving God’ is 
similarly a kindly, smiling, and benevolent figure who approves of whatever 
one does. In light of this, then, the writing of St Augustine (in his 
‘Confessions’) serves as an important corrective: How you loved us, O good 
Father, who spared not even your only Son, but gave him up for us evil-
doers! How you loved us, for whose sake he who deemed it no robbery to be 
your equal was made subservient even to the point of dying on the cross! 
Alone of all, he was free among the dead, for he had power to lay down his 
life and power to retrieve it. For our sake he stood to you as both victor and 
victim, and victor because victim; for us he stood to you as priest and 
sacrifice, and priest because sacrifice, making us your children instead of 
your servants by being born of you in order to serve us. A key point is that 
God loves us not because we are good or behave in benign ways, but 
because God’s love finds a way to deal with our evil character and ways. 
Shalom, Jeff



PRE-ELECTION REFERENDUM FORUMS 

End-of-life Choice        Cannabis Legalisation and Control 
St Andrew’s Epsom will hold two forums that seek to inform the 
community about these two contentious issues.  Each will contain two 
expert speakers who will present the relevant research, experience and 
practice to us.  One speaker will tend towards favouring changes to the 
current legislation, the other speaker less so. This will be followed by an 
opportunity for discussion, generating relevant questions and a chance 
to have those questions answered.  Supper will follow the sessions. 
 

                    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

END OF LIFE CHOICE  

7pm Monday 3rd August 2020  

Speakers: 

Brooke Van Velden, ACT party and 
Jan Nichols, the Chief Executive of 
Harbour Hospice 

St Andrew’s Parish Hall 
100 St Andrews Road, Epsom  

CANNABIS LEGALISATION AND CONTROL  

7pm Monday 17th August 2020 

Speakers :  

Assoc Prof Chris Wilkins and  
Dr Marta Rychert, both from the Massey 
University College of Health 
 
St Andrew’s Parish Hall 
100 St Andrews Road, Epsom  
 

St Andrew’s Epsom 
100 St Andrews Road  
Epsom Auckland 1023 

Phone (09) 638-8264 
 

 
 

If you would like to attend either or both forums please email office@standrewsepsom.org.nz 
or phone (09)638 8264. We need this information for catering purposes. Entry is free, but we 
welcome donations on the night to the Anglican Trust for Women and Children. 

The Parish Hall is down the 
driveway. Parking is available 
down the driveway and on the 
street. 


