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Leading: Jeff Whittaker 
Preaching: Jeff Whittaker 
Theme: 1 Timothy 6: 2b - 10     Godliness with contentment…

The Wednesday night Bible Study 
for Wednesdays August 19th and 

26th will be hosted by Jeff & 
Margaret Whittaker via Zoom.

Covid-19 alert level 3.

The service for this 
Sunday (August 16th) 
and next Sunday (August 
23rd) will be on Zoom. 
Watch for the link at 
around 9:10 am.



August 2020 Sunday morning rosters…

Flowers: 2 Dawn de Stigter, 9, 16 Louissa Bao, 23, 30 Margaret Whittaker
Morning tea: Belsy, Ida and Freida Balajisingh
Communion preparation: Belsy, Ida and Freida Balajisingh
Door and Offering: June McMillan
Scripture reading & Communion: Linda McBurney
Offering counting: Helen Evans and Ann Guan
Lawns: Murray Hollis

From Pastor Jeff 

That people have reacted with anger towards the South Auckland family at 
the centre of the latest Covid-19 outbreak is understandable. However, that’s 
not how Christians should be responding. We are a people who bless others, 
whether friends or enemies. The family concerned are not enemies, but 
unfortunate victims of a contagious virus however it was initially contracted. 
Let’s bless them with our love and concern. We are indeed all in this 
together. But let me go on to a concern I have with other Christian behaviour 
that I have observed around the corona virus pandemic. A number of people 
that I know personally are buying into conspiracy theories about the New 
Zealand government’s role in the pandemic. Our government clearly has 
been observing for some time the fast spread of the virus in countries like 
Australia that thought they had the issue under control. Prudent steps that 
they took then are now being interpreted as deliberate subterfuge. The vitriol 
about this that I have seen on Facebook is the same poisonous stuff that is 
destroying civil society in the USA. And it is unbecoming of Christians. We 
are not called to curse our government, whatever concerning legislation they 
may pass. Instead we are called to be a people who know how bless those 
in power, whether they be those we support or not. 

Shalom, Jeff



A gardening idea…
At our last Deacons’ Meeting in late July, we discussed an idea that was raised by Willa 
Hui. Willa’s daughter Jasmine, observing all the unused land at the back of the church, 
suggested that we create there - and across into the back of Trinity House - a community 
garden. Now this idea had previously been floated by Susan Kwan, the chairperson of 
the Epsom Chinese Association. Although we were initially cool towards the idea, with 
Willa’s advocacy we have begun to warm to it. In my recent reading I have begun to see 
the importance of local agriculture. It can be a prophetic response to the centralisation of 
farm land in the hands of big business concerns. I have seen on Facebook, community 
activists in places like South-Central Los Angeles start growing food in any available 
space like berms as a protest against food deserts. (A food desert is when fast food 
outlets become so ubiquitous and easy to access that obesity for the immediate 
community is inevitable.) And gardening is good for the soul. We all need to feel soil with 
our hands. Growing edible stuff is a bonus. Anyway, the church deacons are warm to the 
idea of a community garden at the back of our properties. And so we are sharing this in 
order to start a conversation about it in the church. In particular, nothing can happen 
without someone to drive the project and oversee it when established. It can be a lot of 
work. What are your thoughts?

Blessings,
Jeff

Change in focus for Christmas giving…
Also discussed at our recent Deacons’ Meeting was our Christmas giving project. For a 
number of years we have supported Operation Christmas Child. I raised with the 
deacons my concern at the umbrella organisation Samaritans’ Purse being closely tied 
with the American Republican Party, and President Trump in particular, through its head 
Franklin Graham. I found that some of the other deacons were cool towards OCC, mainly 
because they questioned its effectiveness. In the event, we decided that we would direct 
the generosity of all of us at Epsom Baptist Church towards a local charity. And the 
charity we decided on is the Women’s Refuge Auckland. Women’s Refuge always sees a 
spike in requests for help around Christmas time as family finances are stretched. Let’s 
bless a group in our immediate society who need our help at Christmas…

Blessings, 
Jeff


