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Leading: Margaret Whittaker 
Preaching: Jeff Whittaker 
Theme: 1 Timothy 6: 11 - 16     Fight the good fight…

The Wednesday night Bible Study 
for Wednesdays August 26th will be 

hosted by Jeff & Margaret 
Whittaker via Zoom.

This Sunday we have been asked to remember Carey Baptist College, 
celebrate their ministry, and pray for them.



August 2020 Sunday morning rosters…

Flowers: 2 Dawn de Stigter, 9, 16 Louissa Bao, 23, 30 Margaret Whittaker
Morning tea: Belsy, Ida and Freida Balajisingh
Communion preparation: Belsy, Ida and Freida Balajisingh
Door and Offering: June McMillan
Scripture reading & Communion: Linda McBurney
Offering counting: Helen Evans and Ann Guan
Lawns: Murray Hollis

From Pastor Jeff 
On Wednesday morning John Campbell interviewed clinical psychologist 
Jacqui Maguire. They talked about the covid-19 epidemic, and a growing 
trend towards anger being expressed within New Zealand as a response to 
the newly imposed lockdown restrictions. Maguire told Campbell that anger 
has been a default position in Kiwi culture for a long time. However, she said, 
this anger often disguises what is really happening at a feelings level. 
Maguire stated that what people are actually feeling is anxiety, worry, maybe 
even fear, and uncertainty. But she went on, somehow the vulnerability to 
admit to these emotions has been bred out of us, and we reach for anger 
instead. The Bible speaks to us about worry and anxiety. Paul, writing to the 
church in Philippi, encouraged the Christians to pray when they discovered 
they were worried (Philippians 4: 6,7). Of course, that assumes that the 
believers in Philippi were sufficiently in tune with their emotional lives to 
recognise that they were worried or anxious. They were promised God’s 
peace in response, a peace that transcended understanding. Further, Paul 
told them that this peace would guard their hearts and minds ‘in Christ 
Jesus.’ Often the word order ‘Christ Jesus’ refers to Jesus as experienced in 
the church. And so here is the encouragement for us all to be ready to admit 
our concerns to one another, to be vulnerable with one another, and to pray 
with and for one another.                                                              Shalom, Jeff



Langham Leadership Development shared this graphic with me last week. It relates to 
the recent explosion in Beirut. The outer circle indicates the extent of damage from the 
blast. The inner circle indicates a zone of severe damage. Russell Thorp, who heads up 
Langham in Auckland, stated that the equivalent explosion in downtown Auckland would 
have inflicted significant damage on the Harbour Bridge and the Devonport Naval Base! 

Langham are taking donations that they are channeling to the Arab Baptist Theological 
Seminary in Beirut. The Seminary are doing a lot of social work in the aftermath of the 
explosion. If you would like details of this fund-raising, ask me…

Pastor Jeff



A gardening idea…
At our last Deacons’ Meeting in late July, we discussed an idea that was raised by Willa 
Hui. Willa’s daughter Jasmine, observing all the unused land at the back of the church, 
suggested that we create there - and across into the back of Trinity House - a community 
garden. Now this idea had previously been floated by Susan Kwan, the chairperson of 
the Epsom Chinese Association. Although we were initially cool towards the idea, with 
Willa’s advocacy we have begun to warm to it. In my recent reading I have begun to see 
the importance of local agriculture. It can be a prophetic response to the centralisation of 
farm land in the hands of big business concerns. I have seen on Facebook, community 
activists in places like South-Central Los Angeles start growing food in any available 
space like berms as a protest against food deserts. (A food desert is when fast food 
outlets become so ubiquitous and easy to access that obesity for the immediate 
community is inevitable.) And gardening is good for the soul. We all need to feel soil with 
our hands. Growing edible stuff is a bonus. Anyway, the church deacons are warm to the 
idea of a community garden at the back of our properties. And so we are sharing this in 
order to start a conversation about it in the church. In particular, nothing can happen 
without someone to drive the project and oversee it when established. It can be a lot of 
work. What are your thoughts?

Blessings,
Jeff

Change in focus for Christmas giving…
Also discussed at our recent Deacons’ Meeting was our Christmas giving project. For a 
number of years we have supported Operation Christmas Child. I raised with the 
deacons my concern at the umbrella organisation Samaritans’ Purse being closely tied 
with the American Republican Party, and President Trump in particular, through its head 
Franklin Graham. I found that some of the other deacons were cool towards OCC, mainly 
because they questioned its effectiveness. In the event, we decided that we would direct 
the generosity of all of us at Epsom Baptist Church towards a local charity. And the 
charity we decided on is the Women’s Refuge Auckland. Women’s Refuge always sees a 
spike in requests for help around Christmas time as family finances are stretched. Let’s 
bless a group in our immediate society who need our help at Christmas…

Blessings, 
Jeff


