
Newsletter 
13th September 

 2020

Epsom Baptist Church, 4 Inverary Avenue, Epsom, AUCKLAND 1023
Phone: (09) 630-6010       epsombaptist@gmail.com
Sunday Morning Chinese Congregation: Pastor Daniel Choi
Sunday Morning English Congregation: Pastor Jeff Whittaker
epsombaptistchurch.org.nz     Check out Epsom Baptist Church on Facebook

Th
e 

N
ex

t D
ea

co
ns

’ M
ee

tin
g 

w
ill 

be
 h

el
d 

on
  

Tu
es

da
y 

15
th
 S

ep
te

m
be

r 2
02

0 
at

 E
ps

om
 B

ap
tis

t C
hu

rc
h.

Leading: Jeff Whittaker 
Preaching: Jeff Whittaker 
Theme: Thriving in exile: Discerning God at work with leaders

The Wednesday night Bible Study 
for Wednesday September 16th will 

be hosted by Jeff & Margaret 
Whittaker via Zoom.

Our Sunday morning 
worship service will be on 

line again next week, 
Sunday, September

20th, unless… 

Cannabis Reform:

See the appended piece 
on the cannabis 
referendum written by 
Pastor Jonathon Robinson 
of Musselburgh Baptist 
Church



September 2020 Sunday morning rosters…

Flowers: 6, 13 Ann Guan, 20, 27 Helen Evans
Morning tea: Luanne Chiu & Alan Lau
Communion preparation: Luanne Chiu & Alan Lau
Door and Offering: Linda McBurney
Scripture reading & Communion: Ida Balajisingh
Offering counting: Dawn de Stigter and Anne Bartley
Lawns: Hak Jong Song

From Pastor Jeff 
In the news over the last few days: Part of the problem with the Mt Roskill Evangelical 
Church as the locus for part of the current covid-19 outbreak is that some of the church 
members did not believe that the virus is real. That is, they had believed conspiracy 
material from the internet stating that covid-19 is a hoax created by world leaders to 
enable them to increase control of un-awake populations. A couple of weeks ago I wrote 
about being careful not to believe much of what is presented to you on the internet. And 
then a couple of days ago I read a news item where the giant tech companies like 
FaceBook have been accused by experts of enabling people to be dragged down these 
conspiracy ‘rabbit holes.’ It’s because the algorithms behind their apps seem to work in 
conjunction with human psychological weaknesses to preferentially present such dark 
material. It struck me that these algorithms are like human sin. External to humanity, yet 
they exploit our vulnerabilities around curiosity to entrap us in fictitious nightmares of 
unreality. Like much technology created by humanity, internet software algorithms can be 
a force for good but inevitably can become destructive. In Genesis, Cain is warned by 
God that sin was crouching at the door, and desired him. Cain ignored the warning, and 
sin seized the opportunity with the result that Cain murdered his brother Abel. Let us 
make sure that we don’t fall pray to this modern incarnation of ‘sin,’ these misleading 
internet algorithms that lead people into dangerous error. Maybe we might even have to 
unplug!

  Shalom, Jeff






