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Leading: Jeff Whittaker 
Preaching: Jeff Whittaker 
Theme: Thriving in exile: Seeking the welfare of the city…

The Wednesday night Bible Study 
for Wednesday September 23rd will 

be hosted by Jeff & Margaret 
Whittaker via Zoom.

Anticipating that we will be able to resume services at Epsom Baptist Church 
next Sunday, September 27th.



September 2020 Sunday morning rosters…

Flowers: 6, 13 Ann Guan, 20, 27 Helen Evans
Morning tea: Luanne Chiu & Alan Lau
Communion preparation: Luanne Chiu & Alan Lau
Door and Offering: Linda McBurney
Scripture reading & Communion: Ida Balajisingh
Offering counting: Dawn de Stigter and Anne Bartley
Lawns: Hak Jong Song

From Pastor Jeff 
An interesting feature of New Zealand’s response to the covid-19 pandemic is how 
people’s behaviour has changed over time. During the level-4 lockdown, there seemed to 
be general acceptance and buy-in from most people. But a spirit of compliance has 
waned. People around the country have begun to protest at the lesser restrictions being 
imposed upon them. It’s as if collectively we are good for a quick sprint, but not for a 
gruelling marathon. In fact, this pandemic is going to need marathon runner-like qualities 
from all of us. It’s not going to disappear quickly. A suspected smallpox plague affected 
the Roman Empire between 165 and 180 AD. Emperor Marcus Aurelius was one of its 
victims. The so-called Spanish Flu lasted a year (from Northern-summer 1918 through to 
summer 1919). Pandemics typically last for some time. 
The passage we are looking at together this morning doesn’t deal with a pandemic. But it 
does deal with the difficult situation that the Jews exiled from Judah found themselves in. 
Exiled to Babylon, the exilic community clearly just wanted to go home. They were hoping 
that the nightmare that they found themselves caught up in would vanish, and they could 
resume life as usual. Further, false prophets were reassuring them that this was God’s 
plan. These false prophets remind me of the fake news we are being bombarded with. 
There are many voices saying that the pandemic will soon run its course, or that a 
vaccine is just around the corner, or that the pandemic is actually a hoax. These are false 
messages of hope. Don’t believe them. Instead, while it is necessary, we need to learn 
ways of thriving under present constraints. With discipline and self-control, it is possible. 

Shalom, Jeff


