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Leading: Jeff Whittaker 
Preaching: Jeff Whittaker 
Theme: Thriving in exile: Worshipping in a strange land…

There will be no Wednesday night 
Bible Study for Wednesdays 

September 30th, October 7th and 14th. 

This week and next week we 
will collect in our mission 
boxes. Please pass them to 
Dawn de Stigter.

We’re back at level 2, and so will 
worship in the church building. Please 
note, though, that there will be no 
morning tea until we get to level 1.



October 2020 Sunday morning rosters…

Flowers: 4, 11 Linda McBurney, 18, 25 Luanne Chiu
Morning tea: Ian & Dawn de Stigter
Communion preparation: Ian & Dawn de Stigter
Door and Offering: Olwyn Halder
Scripture reading & Communion: June McMillan
Offering counting: Neroli Hollis and Brian Jones
Lawns: Ian de Stigter

From Pastor Jeff 
Christians seem to be more susceptible to conspiracy theories than non-religious 
members of society. Why should that be? Maybe it’s because we believe we are part of a 
cosmic drama where God’s intentions for the world are opposed by the father of lies, the 
devil. And this drama is being played out in the largely hidden spiritual world but with 
results visible in the physical world. The problem comes when we interpret what must be 
happening in the spiritual realm from what we can see in the world around us. Several 
decades ago, and also at a time of societal and financial upheaval, people became 
convinced that the chaos was the result of demonic activity, especially human sacrifice by 
satanists. Books were written. But in the end nothing was proved and it all fizzled away. A 
friend mentioned to me that he thinks we can trace this sort of conspiracy thinking back to 
the Salem witch trials in the early 1690s in Massachusetts, USA. I wonder if we should 
limit our thinking to a simple contest between God and the devil, a contest that was won 
decisively at the cross by Jesus. Everything else is unnecessary. Everything else is 
simply God instituting the reign of Christ in the kingdoms of this world.

     Shalom, Jeff


