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Leading: Jeff Whittaker 
Preaching: Jeff Whittaker 
Theme: Thriving in exile: Opportunities and risks…

There will be no Wednesday night 
Bible Study for Wednesday 

October 14th. 

This week we are continuing to 
collect in our mission boxes. 
Please pass them to Dawn de 
Stigter.

The election is almost upon us. It 
provides us with an opportunity to 

choose who leads us for the next few 
years, and also the opportunity to have 

a say on the 2 referendum issues. 
Hopefully you’ve picked up one of the 

Family First booklets in the foyer which 
deal with these issues. You may not 

agree, but the booklets are 
comprehensive in their coverage of the 

arguments. Happy reading.



October 2020 Sunday morning rosters…

Flowers: 4, 11 Linda McBurney, 18, 25 Luanne Chiu
Morning tea: Ian & Dawn de Stigter
Communion preparation: Ian & Dawn de Stigter
Door and Offering: Olwyn Halder
Scripture reading & Communion: June McMillan
Offering counting: Neroli Hollis and Brian Jones
Lawns: Ian de Stigter

From Pastor Jeff 
Our current sermon series - thriving in exile - draws on an image presented by Peter in 
his first letter. There, in 1 Peter 2: 11, Peter describes the Christians to whom he is writing 
as ‘aliens and exiles.’ Peter is picking up on the sense of alienation that comes so easily 
when people live as a minority in the midst of other powerful cultural expressions. 
Interestingly, Peter goes on to talk about freedom. In 1 Peter 2: 16 he writes: As servants 
of God, live as free people, yet do not use your freedom as a pretext for evil. It 
seems unlikely, but Peter is putting his finger on the potential for alienated people to find 
occasions for evil as an expression of their distress. I believe we are seeing something of 
this in the US at the moment. In the news last Friday was an item about the FBI’s arrest 
of a group of white militia members. Concerned about what they have perceived as 
covid-19 restrictions being a constraint on their freedom , these militia persons had, 
apparently, been planning to kidnap, put on trial and then execute the Democratic 
Governor of Missouri. Of course, I don’t know if the people arrested had links to a church. 
It’s possible, but then again they may simply believe in ideas of racial superiority. Maybe 
their world-view can be described as dystopian. Certainly there seem to be many in the 
US who have given up on a hopeful future; who are waiting to ‘bug out’ when things turn 
to custard. Let us not be counted among these pessimists. Let us not plan evil, even if we 
are living as ‘aliens and exiles.’ Let us hold onto the hope that we have in Christ, the faith 
that Jesus is bringing about his kingdom even in the midst of messy politics. As Peter 
commends, let us conduct ourselves honourably so that God may be glorified when he 
comes as Judge.

    Shalom and ngā mihi, Jeff


