
Newsletter 
8th November 

 2020

Epsom Baptist Church, 4 Inverary Avenue, Epsom, AUCKLAND 1023
Phone: (09) 630-6010       epsombaptist@gmail.com
Sunday Morning Chinese Congregation: Pastor Daniel Choi
Sunday Morning English Congregation: Pastor Jeff Whittaker
epsombaptistchurch.org.nz     Check out Epsom Baptist Church on Facebook

Th
e 

N
ex

t D
ea

co
ns

’ M
ee

tin
g 

w
ill 

be
 h

el
d 

on
 

Tu
es

da
y, 

17
th
 N

ov
em

be
r 2

02
0,

 a
t E

ps
om

 B
ap

tis
t C

hu
rc

h.

Leading: Jeff Whittaker 
Preaching: Jeff Whittaker 
Theme: Thriving in exile:  …God’s promise of the Holy Spirit…

The Wednesday night Bible Study for 
Wednesday November 11th will be 

hosted by Anne Bartley. 

Each year Tranzsend’s BMF 
usually run a pre-Christmas 

appeal. This has now been taken 
over by Tranzsend itself. We are 

collecting this in today.

Our next Members’ Meeting will be 
held on Wednesday, December 9th, at 

7 pm at the church.



November 2020 Sunday morning rosters…

Flowers: 1, 8 Dawn de Stigter, 15, 22 Louissa Bao, 29 Margaret Whittaker
Morning tea: Hugh & Gwenneth Macky
Communion preparation: Hugh & Gwenneth Macky
Door and Offering: And & Dawn de Stigter
Scripture reading & Communion: Janet Buckley
Offering counting: Helen Evans and Ann Guan
Lawns: Jeff Whittaker

From Pastor Jeff 
It’s Friday morning, and as I write the newsletter the result of the US election still hangs in 
the balance. Joe Biden has a slender lead over the incumbent Donald Trump. Biden is 
adamant that every vote be counted carefully. Trump wants an immediate result. This 
would require that mail-in votes - votes that seem to favour Biden - be discounted. I 
suspect that he - Trump - does not find it easy to live with ambiguity. Biden seems to be a 
more patient man. That said, living with ambiguity is not easy. We see this in the Bible. 
When Jesus announces to his disciples that they are all going up to Jerusalem where he 
will be killed by his enemies, we see the disciples struggling to accept this. They seem to 
be reasoning that if there is the possibility of death at the hand of hostile enemies, then 
why would one go on into danger. As Jesus and his followers arrive in Jerusalem, and the 
tension grows, we see the disciples’ struggle increase. On the one hand, they exhibit 
bravado and tell Jesus that they will never desert him. On the other hand, they fall asleep 
while Jesus is praying before his arrest, and then they run away as the arrest occurs. In 
all of this, though, we see Jesus resolutely keeping to the path he knows he must walk. 
This requires incredible fortitude on his part; trust in the Father’s plan of human 
redemption, patience in the face of intense provocation, and forbearance with the 
weakness of his disciples. In fact, it requires the Holy Spirit’s empowering. Whoever ends 
up winning the US election, they too will need abilities for governing that I believe can 
only be found from faith in God. Let us pray for the winner that this may be so. Let’s pray 
for our new government in the same way. Let us also pray that the losers may find in God 
courage to face losing. For some this is humiliating. Humiliation, however, is a path to 
humility. Further, God is said to favour the humble, but oppose the proud. All the more 
reason, then, for us to pray.

   Shalom, Jeff



Gas heaters in hall and lounge

The gas heaters in the church hall and lounge have been identified as a significant 
health and safety risk. I - it’s usually me 
because I am the person most regularly in 
the building - often find that one of these 
heaters has been left burning. Hall users 
think they are turning them off by turning off 
the fan and power switch. But they leave 
the gas turned on. Because of what we 
perceive as a real risk, the church deacons 
have decided to replace these gas heaters 
with heat pumps. 

Christmas gifts for IOSIS

Some years ago Baptist Social Services rebranded as IOSIS, which I believe means 
something like ‘turning into gold.’ Instead of supporting Operation Christmas Child, the 
church deacons are commending that we support IOSIS and their support of families in 
South Auckland this Christmas. The CEO of IOSIS, Tracey-Leigh Peters, has provided 
me with a list of children who would appreciate Christmas presents this year. Some are 
in foster care; others with their mothers in IOSIS’s residential facility Merivale. The ages 
of the children are:

• Boys: 2 at 6 months, a 1 yo, 2 at 4 yo, 3 at 5 yo, a 9 yo, and an 11 yo.
• Girls: 1 at 6 months, 1 at 3 yo,  2 at 5 yo, 1 at 6 yo, and an 8 yo.

As well as this, IOSIS put together food parcels, and so we can collect non-perishable 
food and pass it on to them.

Let’s be generous this Christmas, and bless others who would appreciate our kindness.


