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Leading: Margaret Whittaker 
Preaching: Grant Illingworth 
Theme: The scapegoat…

The Wednesday night Bible Study for 
Wednesday November 25th will be 

hosted by Jeff & Margaret Whittaker. 

Our next Members’ 
Meeting will be held 

on Wednesday, 
December 9th, at 7:30 

pm at the church.
Christmas is a time to be generous, 

and not just to family and friends. Let 
us be generous in giving to IOSIS for 

their work with families in need.



November 2020 Sunday morning rosters…

Flowers: 1, 8 Dawn de Stigter, 15, 22 Louissa Bao, 29 Margaret Whittaker
Morning tea: Hugh & Gwenneth Macky
Communion preparation: Hugh & Gwenneth Macky
Door and Offering: And & Dawn de Stigter
Scripture reading & Communion: Janet Buckley
Offering counting: Helen Evans and Ann Guan
Lawns: Jeff Whittaker

From Pastor Jeff 
Earlier this last week I was surprised by the posting on LinkedIn by an American 
academic from a Bible College in the US. She said that news reports that 
President Trump had acknowledged President-elect Biden’s win were untrue. In 
fact, she labelled them as ‘lies of the devil.’ What surprised me was first, Trump 
apparently did acknowledge that Biden won the election but then retracted his 
admission. Second, I was surprised by the vehement language used and the 
commitment to Trump’s continuing that was implied. I’m fairly certain that this 
academic’s assertion itself will turn out to be false. This vehement comment has 
reminded me that we need to be careful in the way that we use language. The 
book of James talks about the tongue being a world of evil and as having the 
potential to set the world on fire. As tough as James’ comments are, I believe 
Jesus goes even further. He states in the gospels that one runs the risk of hell for 
something as simple as calling another person ‘fool.’ Jesus may be making a point 
by employing hyperbole, but let’s acknowledge the point being made. We are to 
use language carefully. And that’s difficult. We live in a society that doesn’t hold 
back in expressing an opinion. I vent when frustrated. Maybe, though, my foil here 
- the American academic - simply shows us where we may end up if we don’t curb 
our language. How much better to be known as a people of blessing.

Shalom, Jeff


