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Leading: Jeff Whittaker 
Preaching: Jeff Whittaker 
Theme: Advent 1:   1 John 3: 8b   Christ was revealed for this…

The Wednesday night Bible Study for 
Wednesday December 2nd will be 

hosted by Jeff & Margaret Whittaker. 

Our next Members’ 
Meeting will be held 

on Wednesday, 
December 9th, at 7:30 

pm at the church.
First Sunday in Advent 2020



December 2020 Sunday morning rosters…

Flowers: 6 Margaret Whittaker, 13, 20 Ann Guan, 27 Linda McBurney
Morning tea: Olwyn Halder and Wendy Lai
Communion preparation: Olwyn Halder and Wendy Lai
Door and Offering: June McMillan
Scripture reading & Communion: Helen Evans
Offering counting: Neroli Hollis and Alan Lau
Lawns: Murray Hollis

From Pastor Jeff 
Advent begins this week. The Christmas season is beginning, and once again we 
will be exposed to ridiculous amounts of Christmas music in public places along 
with pressure to ramp up our consumerism. Summer officially begins in a few days 
with the start of December. But what a strange year it’s been. At the start of 2020 I 
asked Fred Brunell to preach at EBC while Margaret and I were away on holiday. 
Fred preached a sermon in which he spoke of some of the things that humanity 
could encounter because of the way we use the planet. A pandemic was one of the 
threats he mentioned. Fred doesn’t claim to be a prophet. He just spoke about the 
sort of things that we bring upon ourselves because of the cavalier way in which 
we use God’s good gift of planet earth - our home. Anyway, the covid-19 pandemic 
erupted early in the year. We might have the tiger by the tail here in New Zealand. 
But overseas the pandemic is still creating havoc, killing people and over-taxing 
the medical systems of various countries. The pessimistic among us believe that 
this is but one disaster that threatens humanity. We are also being impacted by 
others like crazy fire events, droughts that have caused whole farming systems to 
collapse, and weather-bombs of unusual ferocity. It’s in the midst of all this chaos 
and noise that we Christians pause and reflect on the advent of a child from God 
who came to save us from ourselves and the chaos we create. For most, the 
unusual way that God chose to break into human affairs will be lost in the noise. 
And the rush into judgment will continue.

         Shalom, Jeff



Christmas is a time to be generous, 
and not just to family and friends. Let 
us be generous in giving to IOSIS for 

their work with families in need.

The Baptist magazine has been a regular 
feature of Baptist life in New Zealand for a 
long time. Recently it morphed from a 
traditional newsprint format to a glossy 
magazine format (as shown). It’s changing 
again. The Baptist Union has advised that 
The Baptist will cease publication in 2021. 
In its place will be posting via social media 
like Facebook. In part this change reflects 
the need to save costs. But it also reflects a 
choice to connect New Zealand Baptists 
around social rather than print media. It 
assumes, of course, that everyone will be 
able to receive information on their smart 
phones, tablets, or computers. For those of 
you without such devices, we’ll have to 
work out a strategy of obtaining hard 
copies.

The Garden Bag Company has 
offered us an extra bag at no 
costs until March 2021. The 
Property Team has decided to 
accept the offer. Now we just 
need to get stuck into 
gardening around the church 
and Trinity House. Feel free to 
turn up and do some gardening; 
there’s plenty to do.


