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Leading: Jeff Whittaker 
Preaching: Jeff Whittaker 
Theme: Advent 2: The Word enters the world as true light…

The Wednesday night Bible Studies 
have now finished for the year. They 

will resume in late January 2021.

Our next Members’ 
Meeting will be held 

on this coming 
Wednesday, 

December 9th, at 7:30 
pm at the church. Second Sunday in Advent 

2020



December 2020 Sunday morning rosters…

Flowers: 6 Margaret Whittaker, 13, 20 Ann Guan, 27 Linda McBurney
Morning tea: Olwyn Halder and Wendy Lai
Communion preparation: Olwyn Halder and Wendy Lai
Door and Offering: June McMillan
Scripture reading & Communion: Helen Evans
Offering counting: Neroli Hollis and Alan Lau
Lawns: Murray Hollis

From Pastor Jeff 
Last Monday night I watched with interest the first documentary in a series called 
‘Taranaki Hard.’ This first episode featured Waitara, the town I grew up in. I was 
irritated by the presentation. The young people featured can probably be found in 
any small New Zealand town, and in its cities too. What annoyed me is the 
perpetuation of a myth about Waitara (and other small towns like it). The myth 
could be summed up in the rhetorical question: Can anything good come out of 
Waitara? It reminds me of the attitude we find expressed in the gospels by the 
societal elites around Jesus’ home town of Nazareth: Come anything good come 
out of Nazareth? Well, in fact, Messiah comes from Nazareth. That means that 
Messiah comes from a cultural back-water, and not from amongst the luminaries in 
Jerusalem. We write off small places, and their characters, at our peril. Who knows 
but that Waitara may produce the next NZ rugby league star. (There have been a 
few.) It could produce an international business mogul. (I know of one who has 
made his millions in the chaos of post-communist Russia.) Auckland’s famous 
Professor Richard Faull comes from a farm just out of Waitara. It has even thrown 
up the odd Christian pastor! The myth that this documentary series is propagating 
is common, and it fits easily with common human prejudices. The myth is why 
Israel failed to see God at work in the Rabbi Jesus. Let’s look to see where God is 
at work. It may be where we least expect to see it.

          Shalom, Jeff



Christmas is a time to be generous, 
and not just to family and friends. Let 
us be generous in giving to IOSIS for 

their work with families in need.


