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Leading: Jeff Whittaker 
Preaching: Daniel Choi 
Theme: Advent 4: The abundant life…

Fourth Sunday in 
Advent 2020

Combined service
This Sunday we are combining with the 

Chinese Congregation. Our combined 

service will start at 10 am. 
Following the service, the church is 

hosting a Christmas BBQ, so stay and 
socialise with us around some good 

food.



December 2020 Sunday morning rosters…

Flowers: 6 Margaret Whittaker, 13, 20 Ann Guan, 27 Linda McBurney
Morning tea: Olwyn Halder and Wendy Lai
Communion preparation: Olwyn Halder and Wendy Lai
Door and Offering: June McMillan
Scripture reading & Communion: Helen Evans
Offering counting: Neroli Hollis and Alan Lau
Lawns: Murray Hollis

From Pastor Jeff 
New Zealand Treasurer Grant Robertson has opened the books and it’s apparently good 
news for New Zealand. Economic activity is stronger than expected, while unemployment 
is lower than expected. Further, due to an aggressive approach to eliminating covid-19, at 
this stage we are avoiding the lock-downs - with their economic consequences - that 
other countries are having to put in place. It would seem to be all good news. But is it? As 
a country we have been and are being encouraged to engage in unbridled consumeristic 
spending so as to eliminate the consequences of our lockdowns from earlier in the year. 
Can the planet actually bear this? Our lockdowns gave us a chance to reset our 
expectations and demands. They gave us an opportunity to appreciate the natural world 
around us and its fragility in the face of our demands on the planet’s resources. In our 
current self-congratulatory mood, it would seem that we have learned little. I fear that in 
our current mood, we Kiwis will once again overlook the most important gift of Christmas - 
our Lord Jesus Christ. The cries of the baby Jesus are being drowned out by the ca-
ching, ca-ching of tills, Santa’s ‘ho, ho, ho’ and the endless cacophony of non-religious or 
weakly-religious Christmas songs. In so doing, we miss what Jesus brings: The truly 
abundant life. Around the world our consumerism is causing climatic changes that are 
having disastrous consequences for many like the people of Fiji. Let’s offset our festivities 
and give to help others simply survive their current nightmares. 
PS: I’ve been engaging in some fascinating visualisation. Every time I fill my car I put in 
around 30 litres. That’s going to produce nearly my bodyweight in the greenhouse gas 
CO2. Where will that go? Hopefully, a growing tree will suck it up. Oh yes, Brasil’s 
economic vandals are cutting down the Amazon!

                   Shalom, Jeff


