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Leading: Anne Bartley 
Preaching: Jeff Whittaker 
Theme: Looking forward to the second advent of Jesus…

Christmas, with its celebration of the birth of Jesus, may be over. 
However, traditionally the church at this time has shifted its focus to 

the arrival of the Magi from the East. Often a feast is celebrated 
around January 6th, entitled ‘twelfth night.’ It shifts our focus to those 

outside the people of God who are attracted by the Christ Child.



January 2021 Sunday morning rosters…

Flowers: 3 Linda McBurney, 10, 17 Helen Evans, 24, 31 Dawn de Stigter
Morning tea: Murray and Neroli Hollis
Communion preparation: Neroli and Murray Hollis
Door and Offering: Helen Evans
Scripture reading & Communion: Linda McBurney
Offering counting: Dawn de Stigter and Anne Bartley
Lawns: Hak Jong Song

From Pastor Jeff 
It’s just before Christmas as I write this comment. News headlines from the UK speak of a 
new variant of the corona virus, a variant that is even more contagious than the varieties 
we have previously encountered. And so, declare the British tabloids, Prime Minister 
Boris Johnson is ‘cancelling’ Christmas. Although Christmas is clearly going to be 
celebrated in the UK this year in new ways due to restrictions on gatherings, Christmas is 
hardly ‘cancelled.’ It strikes me that this is hubristic, making our usual modes of 
celebration the yardstick of what Christmas is all about. Maybe the UK decision around 
controlling the corona virus is a good thing. Maybe it provides an opportunity to refocus 
on what the festival is really about. Maybe it provides a way of getting in touch with what 
the event was like for Mary and Joseph and their new baby. Because that first Christmas 
centred around an isolated couple having a baby in a barn with animals for company. A 
few shepherds drop in with a crazy story about angels. Some strange astrologers from 
the East will arrive, but not just yet. It’s strange, but seems pretty quiet. Going back to the 
UK, wouldn’t it be great if the isolation created a new vision of getting on with friends and 
enemies, like the troops experienced in France’s trenches in WWI. Wouldn’t it be great if 
the UK was able to recalibrate the way it works and use its vast resources for the benefit 
of the common good and the health of the planet. Less boozing in Ibiza; more planting 
trees in national parks. Of course, it’s easy to line up Johnson and the Brits and criticise. 
My arguments above can be applied to us as well. We will not be subject to the 
restrictions they are experiencing. But I wonder if we really learned much from our times 
of restriction. Let us, in sympathy with the Holy Family, enjoy a quieter Christmas. Hmm, 
with family coming that’s a challenge.

                       Shalom, Jeff


